
For the last two years Parry Sound High School has done a character education initiative training 
for the entire Grade 9 cohort with the Strategies and Virtues Project.

This year, because of the mandate 'Finding Our Common Ground' from the Ministry of Education, 
all the students in all grades participated in the Virtues Project conference.

Parry Sound High School began with a full school assembly and used student-made videos to 
introduce the concepts of character education, the Virtues Project and its five strategies, the Ten 
Traits of the Board, and this year's theme 'Our Common Ground'.

Teachers used the focus period for the next three days to focus on the virtues of the month for 
this semester. The virtues (traits) focused on were confidence (September), compassion (October), 
respect (November), acceptance (December), and perseverance (January). Teachers were provided 
with information, ideas and resources and were encouraged to present the virtues (traits) in ways 
that made sense for them and their subjects. Some feedback that was heard is that teachers have 
been pleasantly surprised by the enthusiasm of the students and their depth of engagement with the 
material.

For the Grade 9s there was a final Virtues Project celebration where they went to the cafeteria and 
moved from station to station doing various Virtues Project activities, the most important of which 

was identifying the three Virtues that will support them 
through their high school career, and writing them on a 
paper leaf and then tying them onto a dream-catcher, which 
will be displayed in the front foyer.
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• Suites starting at $1,690.00 per month (all inclusive)
Affordable Independent Living

• Beauty Salon • Church Services 
• Scheduled Transportation

774-9682 35 Tudhope St., Parry Sound
www.serenity-home.ca
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LIFESTYLES

Virtues Project conference 2007

Other Virtues Project news...
A team of students are going to the Grade 8 camping 
trip to facilitate activities to teach the Grade 8s 
about the ten traits that have been adopted by the 
Near North District School Board. Our virtues of 
the month are five of the ten traits. The others are 
cooperation, honesty, integrity, responsibility and 
service.

Moose FM has started having a PSHS student read a 
Virtues 'Thought for the Day' after birthday club on 
Fridays.

Moose FM wants to do a monthly story on 
someone who demonstrates the Virtue of the 
Month. If you want to nominate someone email 
virtueofthemonth@gmail.com

The poster of our Virtue of the Month is ready to 
be distributed to the community. The school will be 
launching this years Virtue of the Month initiative: 
Our Common Ground at the meet the teacher 
barbecue.
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Justin Rutherford, 14, ties his leaf onto the dream-catcher. 
Justin wrote his three virtues on the leaf and attached a 
feather and some beads before tying it up. The virtues project 
is aimed at  Grade 9 students at the Parry Sound High School 
who took part in a closing celebration Tuesday.
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