
4th AnnuAl
BARB KERR 

REtiREmEnt FEstivAl
Sponsored by Barb Kerr, Certified Financial Planner, 

Financial Consultant with Investors Group Financial Services Inc. 
and 103.3 MooSe FM

A Festival of Non-Profit Clubs, Groups, and 
Associations for Retirees

“Great things are happening for Retirees 
in & around the Parry Sound Area.”

September 26th, ‘07
Charles W. Stockey Centre

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
All Proceeds to

Hospice West parry sound
ChArIty #86976-2690rr0001

Bring a friend and Have luncH!
All retirees wondering what great things there are to do in and around 
Parry Sound.  Meet other retirees and see what others are doing!!

WHo Will Have a taBle tHere?
Non-profit groups, clubs and associations geared to the retired in and around 

our area, providing information about where they meet, 
what they do, as well as volunteer opportunities.

For example, card clubs, special interest clubs, retirement 
associations, volunteer groups, retiree/senior groups.

Door PrIzeS & reFreShMeNtS!
admission cost: donation of your choice for 

Hospice West parry sound
to reserve a taBle for your cluB, group or association

$10 per table
contact Barb Kerr at 746-8753

*SpeCial DraW
for people who 
bring a friend*

229916 227122

189463

PARRY SOUND PARALEGAL INC.
Wills, Powers of Attorney, Probate, 

Incorporations, Real Estate Searches,
Uncontested Divorces

at affordable costs

Telephone: (705) 342-7604
   Toll Free: 1-888-347-1503

(no CRIMInAL, no CoURT)

222045

Friday, September 14, 20074A LIFESTYLES THIS WEEK

BUSINESS & FINANCE

It's almost time for "snowbirds" to 
head south. If you're about to escape 
Canada for the winter, be certain 

your financial life is in order before you 
go.

There are two critical elements to 
ensuring you'll be in good financial 
shape. Make sure your affairs at home 
can be managed in your absence, and 
arrange access to cash and financial 
services while you're away.

Electronic banking and investing 
–whether it's through automated 
teller machines (ATMs), the Internet 
or telephone – make all of this easier 
than ever. But you still need to prepare. 
Here's a checklist to get started:

Arrange bill payments. Take 
inventory of bills that must to be paid 
while you're gone. Among others, these 
include credit cards, loans, income and 
property taxes and membership dues 
and subscriptions. Make sure you can 
pay them while outside the country, 
or arrange for someone to take care of 
them for you. Internet banking is a great 
way to keep track of expenses and bill 
payments. And don't forget unexpected 
bills that will show up in your mailbox.

Ensure access to cash. If you're 
wintering in the U.S. or another country 
with easy access to international 
networks through ATMs, a bank card 
may be all you need to get cash. But take 
a backup in case your card gets lost. 
If you spend time in the U.S., you can 
open a U.S. dollar account at a Canadian 
financial institution that will allow you 
to write cheques.

How will you access financial 
accounts? You might need to make 
investment or banking transactions 
while you're away, or monitor accounts. 
If you'll have Internet access, make sure 
you're registered for online financial 
services. Or use automated telephone 
services. If electronic access isn't 
possible, make other arrangements 
with your financial institutions or have 
someone manage your affairs. 

Put investments in order. Meet with 
your investment advisor to determine 
whether your portfolio is in good 
shape. And make arrangements for 
investments that will mature while 
you're away, such as GICs, term deposits 
and bonds. Also, be sure that your 
financial advisor knows how to contact 

you.
Cover your legal bases. Your powers 

of attorney should be up to date in case 
something happens to prevent you from 
managing your affairs. Have a current 
will in place and let someone know 
where your legal documents are kept.

Buy health insurance: When you're 
out of the country, medical insurance 
is a must. Without proper coverage, 
your financial life could be thrown 
into turmoil if you become ill or are 
the victim of an accident. Even a brief 
illness in a foreign country can put you 
deep in debt if you don't have adequate 
insurance. The older you get, the more 
complex and costly insurance can be, so 
shop carefully.

With your financial affairs in order, 
you can have a relaxing winter – free of 
snow and worries.

Ask your financial advisor for help in 
assessing and managing the volatility of 
your portfolio. 

Article provided by Glen MacGregor, 
FMA, FCSI of Edward Jones 
Investments. 

Edward Jones is a member of the 
CIPF.

 Snowbirds, get ready to head south
FINANCIAL FOCUS
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