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Dear Editor:

I read with interest the article on the public education 
day held at the Station Gallery on August 18.  The goal of 
the sessions was described, to illustrate the fragility of 
Georgian Bay ecosystems.

I note a contradiction in the messages as outlined in 
your article, by the different guest speakers namely, Gord 
Cole of Aqua-Cage Fisheries, and Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources organizer Erin Hamlyn.

Where Ms. Hamlyn speaks of the degrading effect of 
eutrophication created by excess nutrients nitrogen and 
phosphorus in water systems, Mr. Cole states that, fish 
grow because there are nutrients like phosphorus in the 
water. Plants which provide fish cover and habitat, also 
grow because phosphorus and nitrogen are in the water.

True, the contradiction here is a matter of degree, 
but I wonder if Mr. Cole directly mentioned the tons of 

phosphorus and untold nitrogen that his commercial 
size, rainbow trout netcage farm operation adds to the 
Georgian Bay waters each year (from the high density of 
fish manure, urine, and uneaten feed pellets).

Ms. Hamlyn cautions: Such is the fine balance of 
nutrients and the web of life in water systems, and a 
single creature (invasive species) can destroy it all.

Indeed, there are many invading species to watch for in 
order to prevent their spread. Perhaps this would include 
the human species, particularly those who feel justified 
in using Georgian Bay waters to add market value to 
fish reared within floating netcages while at the same 
time using the deep waters and currents of the fragile 
Georgian Bay ecosytem for dispersing the resultant muck.

Paul Hamblin
Barrie, Ontario
(and cottager in the Parry Sound area)

 Photographed photographer: Gazing reminiscently through the chicken wire at the Foley Fall Fair, North Star editor Jack 
Thompson was caught by the photographer comparing an old Graflex camera, of 1913 vintage, to the modern day 35 mm 
Pentax. The Graflex, an exhibit at the Fair in beautiful condition, was favoured by press photographers in the 1930 and 1940s.  
“Although I thought highly of the Graflex in its day, I’m glad I don’t have to carry it around now!” Jack commented. A familiar 
figure at all Parry Sound and area happenings, Jack is usually at the business end of the camera.

North Star photo from the September 13, 1977 issue

A MOMENT IN TIME

What was that?

70 YEARS AGO

September 2, 1937

Farmer refuses $57,000 for his crop 
so that the prairies can have seed

Gretna, Man. – James Handlan 
of Kane, Manitoba forty-nine miles 
southwest of Winnipeg threshed 950 
acres of the Thatcher rust-resistant 
wheat which yielded forty bushels 
to the acre, but refused $57,000 cash 
for the 38,000-bushel crop. He said 
he wanted his grain to go to prairie 
farmers as seed and turned down.

60 YEARS AGO

September 1, 1947

Another large fish at Five Mile 
Lake 

John Phillips caught a fine pickerel 
in Five Mile Lake. The pickerel 
measured 31.12 inches and tipped 
the scales at 10.12 pounds. This is the 
larger of the two fine pickerel caught 
recently in this Lake.

50 YEARS AGO

September 19, 1957

Close the high school owing to flu 
outbreak

The Parry Sound High School 
is closed by health authorities as 
of Monday afternoon, when the 
percentage of absentees due to flu 
rose to near epidemic proportions. 
Later the M.O.H. requested the theatre 
management to close the theatre 
to children and the management 
complied. 

Out of Our Past
FROM THE FILES OF THE PARRY SOUND NORTH STAR

Letter to the Editor

Contradiction noted in "What's in our waters"

OPINION
FORUM

What would win your vote this 
election?

Scott Howarth
Parry Sound

"If the PC's change their 
decision on public funding for 
religious schools, just public 
education no private or secular 
funding."

Betty Jacklin
Parry Sound

"To please bring our boys 
home."

Jeff Hindle
McKellar

"Do more for the people with 
smaller incomes, and they 
could take a pay cut."

Eva Hamlyn-Kellar
Parry Sound

"Better health care system, 
and more help for the seniors."

It's a cigarette lighter that was 
kept at the guard house at CIL. 
No smoking was allowed inside 
the actual plant so it was made 
big and heavy so no one could 
light up anywhere else.
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