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Monarch Migration
 BY CHARLENE PECK

This spring and summer have been exciting for area butterfly 
enthusiasts who have been observing and recording an apparent 
population surge in the Monarch population.

“It was very rewarding to see so many of them,” says Bob Gilman, 
who photographed a large roost of hundreds of migrating monarchs in 
late August on a large white pine on the Mink Islands, located north-
west of Parry Sound between Franklin Island and the Limestones.

Mr. Gilman and his wife Kathryn, actively study this striking species 
and have raised monarch butterflies at their home in Humphrey. This 
helped Mrs. Gilman teach the life cycle of the Monarch butterfly to her 
Grade 1/2 students at MacTier school last fall, before she ventured down 
to observe the species’ over-wintering site in El Rosario, north-west of 
Mexico City.

Destruction of this winter habitat, as well as other factors  have 
prompted concern for the welfare of the Monarch; however, common 
sighting of so many recently have been reassuring for those who study 
the Monarch and follow its migration.

“They were declining in their numbers over the years, but we’ve seen 
more through this spring and summer than we have for a number of 
years,” says Mr. Gilman.

He believes the Monarch butterflies, in their southward migration, 
had likely chosen The Minks because these particular offshore islands 
are protected, yet offer a substantial  upward draft for gaining height, 
as they continued their long migration.

The annual migration pattern of the Monarch fascinates many nature 
lovers who develop a keen interest in this species. In fact, there are 
websites which help Monarch lovers follow migration patterns through 
weekly sightings posted by enthusiasts enroute.

While students were finishing back-to-school shopping, Monarch butterflies were beginning their annual migration to winter grounds in Mexico.
This adult female Monarch butterfly feeding on colourful Impatiens was photographed by Bob Gilman of Humphrey.
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