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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BY SASHA GAJIC

F
or fans of the Calgary
Flames, both die-hard and
bandwagon dwelling, Mon-
day’s game was a heart-

breaker to end all heartbreakers.
After a glorious playoff run that
brought new life to a city starving
for playoff success. Okay, okay…
any playoff presence at all. Many
local fans, as well as national patri-
ots rallying behind Canada’s team
went home or flipped channels last
night, despondent over their fallen
heroes.

It’s true that, ultimately, the only
number that matters is the 2-1
final that once and for all doused
the sea of red. But to simply accept
this number as the only one of sig-
nificance would be cheating one of
the greatest stories in the world of
sports, and cheapen just how hard
these Flames have worked to cap-
ture the hearts of a nation. 

By the numbers - virtually any
numbers - the Calgary Flames will
never have to hang their heads.

$36,402,575: The total team
salary of the upstart Flames, in
U.S. dollars. Consider if you will,
the price tag on their first two vic-
tims: $42,074,500 for the Vancouver
Canucks and a whopping
$77,856,109 for the Detroit Red
Wings. 

All of a sudden, $36,402,575
sounds like a real bargain, espe-
cially in today’s spend-happy land-

scape. 
Proof that a winning team can

still be economical.
1,194: That’s how many regular

season games have gone by since
the City of Calgary has been this
electric. An enthusiastic and loyal
fan base has had to choke down 14
post-season-failing years to get to
this point, and their sheer, unadul-
terated enthusiasm and support
for their team has made them the
envy of the sports world. For the
sake of hockey, let’s hope that we
don’t have to wait another 1,194
games.

Team effort

150: Nearly every player con-
tributing, digging a little deeper
with every second they spent on
the ice, finding strength within
themselves to push harder than
even they knew was possible. In
the end, those stalwart warriors
produced a combined 150 points.
And each one was exciting enough
to etch itself in our memories for a
long time to come.

26: It’s the way playoff hockey
was meant to be played, and the
reason why no other professional
sport can come near the excite-
ment that hockey produces. With
this many thrilling playoff games
in this year’s Stanley Cup run, the
fans of the Flames - and of hockey
in general - have nothing to be dis-
appointed about.

12: Oh Captain, My Captain.

Thank you, Number 12. Thank you
for playing your heart and soul out
each and every game, and showing
the world just how far courage and
desire can take us.

1.82: And to think - a year ago,
he was a second-choice cast away
that most expected a whole lot of
nothing from. Kiprusoff was many
shades of spectacular in these
playoffs, nailing an impressive 1.82
goals against average and domi-
nating his significantly higher paid
foes Cloutier and Cujo.

1: One goal. That’s all that sepa-
rated an inspirational Calgary
Flames team from the most storied
and prized trophy in sports his-
tory. Despite what many have said,
the Flames were a Cinderella
Team in every sense of the term:
How many people looked at this
ragtag group of kids back in Sep-
tember 2003 and pegged them as
capable of stepping foot in the
playoffs at all, much less coming
within one twine-bulgur of
hockey’s greatest prize?

In the end, people will say that
the final 2-1 victory by the Tampa
Bay Lightning was the only set of
numbers that mattered in these
playoffs, but I disagree. At every
turn, in every way a person can
look at it, the Calgary Flames are
still champions. The numbers
don’t lie.

(Sasha Gajic is a freelance
writer. He lives in Toronto.)

JUST WHAT THEY SAID

Flames by the numbers
To the editor:
It has been my intention to write

to you expressing my shock and
sadness since I heard that Walmart
is coming to Parry Sound and now
I must, after watching TVO’s Studio
2 Most Talented Town Contest
(June 8, 2004). 

What was Town council think-
ing? What kind of image are they
attempting to project and what is
the plan for developing a thriving
downtown core? I hope it’s a rescue
effort, because that’s what they will
need after Walmart opens its doors.
I know that downtown has its
struggles, but this is so out of char-
acter.

Millions of dollars were spent to
build the Charles W. Stockey Cen-
tre, which, according to the Festival
of the Sound’s Margaret Boyd was
“made to be the centre focal point

of Parry Sound’s economic future”
(Studio2, June 8, 2004).

One of the judges in the Studio 2
contest mentioned how great it is to
“browse downtown and discover
artisan’s crafts.” The location of the
new performing arts centre is per-
fectly within walking distance of
Parry Sound’s little shops and gal-
leries - great for the tourists! But
what about the residents, who live
there all year, and those who are
elderly or without a car? How long
will these establishments remain
open once Walmart can provide
everything that once made the little
town of Parry Sound work? There
already is not one single grocery
store left in the town’s core. Maybe
the shopkeepers will have to
become seasonal and that will be
the solution. 

continued on page 5

How could they?

To the editor:
“We don’t expect you to think

when you’re not in school.” 
A staff member made this com-

ment to me recently while I was vis-
iting Parry Sound High School, and
I began to contemplate what it
meant.

I am very fortunate to have just
returned from school in Europe,
where the majority of the student’s
free time, between 3:30 and 11:30
p.m., was devoted toward things
such as model United Nations, WIT
club, global issues discussions and
making a difference in our world,
things that were not rewarded with
bonus marks or grades, only the
knowledge that we were somehow
bettering our global community.
Things that generally require
thinking, strenuously.

Furthermore, we need to con-
sider the comment on a greater
basis. Prime Minister Paul Martin,
is not currently attending school, at
least to the best of my knowledge. Is
this to say we don’t expect him to
think as he runs our country? I am

starting to get worried. Kofi Annan,
I am also very sure, is no longer
attending school, yet the differ-
ences he makes each day affect the
future of our world in such ways
that are profound. Does he do this
without thinking? I don’t believe
that the United Nations would ever
be partly in the hands of a man who
does not think.

Now, I am not in any way saying
that the entire staff thinks as this
individual does. As a matter of fact,
some of the most incredible and
influential people of my life have
worked or do work at PSHS. Sadly,
a comment like this can be made, a
“bad apple” per say, and it reflects
poorly on the reputation of the
school.

In conclusion, I’m just hoping
that all of you out there who are no
longer attending school - our doc-
tors, our police officers, our peace-
keepers - are still thinking. Our
world is in your hands as we waste
our thoughts in class.

Sarah Cox
Parry Sound

Think about this


