
BY STEPHANNIE JOHNSON
North Star Staff

PARRY SOUND - This school
term, not only will the students
and faculty at Parry Sound High
School (PSHS) have the oppor-
tunity to exemplify Unity and
Diversity – the theme for the
Virtues Project™ – but PSHS
wants to get the whole commu-
nity involved.

During the week of August 21,
the public will have an opportu-
nity to learn about the Virtues
Project through a  five-day con-
ference..

Open to the public

All teachers in the Near North
District School Board are also to
attend the workshop, whose
contents will be highlighted and
taught to in-coming Grade 9 stu-
dents as well as implemented in
classrooms. 

The idea is that sometime in
the future, those same students
will teach another in-coming
Grade 9 class.

PSHS teacher Patti Jenkins,
an advocate of the program,
approached the NNDSB earlier
this year, outlining the benefits
of bringing this program into
classrooms across the board.
She asked if teachers would be
able to attend the workshop.

“The community growth situ-

ation that’s emerging, it’s really
amazing that the board said
yes,” said Ms Jenkins. “The
training is open to the public
and can be used as a parenting
strategy.”

The Virtues Project was
developed by Linda Kavelin-
Popov, a psychotherapist, orga-
nizational consultant, and “com-
munity healer,” her husband, Dr.
Dan Popov, a clinical pediatric

psychologist and senior com-
puter scientist; and her brother,
John Kavelin, an art director
with Walt Disney Imagineering.

The group came up with 52
“universal virtues” designed to
“help parents bring out the best
in their children and them-
selves.” There are five strategies
within the project: Speak the
language of the virtues, recog-
nize teachable moments, set

clear boundaries, honour the
spirit, and offer spiritual com-
panionship. 

“It’s a thorough workshop, but
there’s a lot of activities, so it’s
fun,” said Ms Jenkins, adding
that 50 participants have already
signed up. “We’ve got people
that are coming to this seminar
from Ottawa, Stratford, far away,
because they want to have the
facilitator training.”
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Residents help reopen
cemetery for burials
BY SARAH BISSONETTE
North Star Staff

SEGUIN TWP. – On Saturday
about 15 volunteers breathed a
little life into the Anglican
Church Cemetery, located on
Cemetery Road, off Nipissing
Road west of Rosseau, getting it
ready for future burials.

Clean up

Members of Seguin
Township’s Cemetery Board, the
congregation of the Parish of the
Redeemer Diocese of Algoma in
Rosseau and township residents
cleared brush, painted fences
and reset grave stones, in one of
the many steps to reopen the
cemetery for burials.

Tom and Eliza Sirett deeded
the graveyard,  to the Bishop of
Algoma in 1897, although it was
not registered until 1918. 

“Minister Peter Simmons was
getting more and more requests
from families for burial lots, and
we weren’t able to comply,” said
cemetery board member and
church member Bob Hunter.

Memorial ring

To make sure where all the
burial plots were located within
the cemetery, the area was bro-
ken up into a grid and then sur-
veyed. On Monday, the 15-by-15
metre area to be opened up for
new burials was scanned using
ground radar to confirm that it
didn’t contain any graves.

“It should give us enough buri-
als for 25 years,” said Mr. Hunter,
of the vacant section. 

Not only did the volunteers
clean up the graveyard, they will
also be adding a memorial ring
for those who are cremated. The
labour and supplies, including

rakes, paint and chainsaws, are
mainly provided by volunteers,
with the church lending the
group about $4,000 needed to
complete the entire project,
including the ground radar and
surveying. Some of those who
volunteered their time and
equipment on Saturday were
also descendants of  people
buried there. They included
Mary Beley and Sarah Neal,
whose uncle was Henry
Ditchburn, the world- renowned
builder of wooden boats.

That’s the spirit

“I love it, I think it’s fun. I’m
over there painting the fence for
the Sirets, because my mother
used to work for Amy Sirett, at
Maplehurst,” said Ms Neal,
referring to the former resort on
the north end of Lake Rosseau
which was owned by Ms Sirett.

Volunteers breathed a little life
into the Anglican Church
Cemetery, near Rosseau, on
Saturday, in order to get it ready
for new burials. Shown above
from left are Dorothy Hunter,
Bob Hunter, Parish of the
Redeemer Diocese of Algoma
minister Peter Simmons, and
Sarah Neal, work around the
Sirett family plot.
Shown at left is Dorothy Hunter,
painting the fence of the Sirett
family plot.
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Making a statement on Bowes Street
Armed with pro-life signs, many with graphic photos of aborted
fetuses, members of the anti-abortion group Show the Truth lined
the sidewalks along Bowes Street Monday afternoon. Parry Sound
was one of 15 stops the group was making on their five-day aware-
ness campaign across the province.  Comprised of 36 core members,
some from as far away as Windsor and Sarnia, the peaceful “pres-
entation” drew mixed reactions from Parry Sounders, according to

co-ordinator Rosemary Connell of Lindsay, Ontario, who founded the
group nine years ago. “We’re trying to show the public the human-
ity of an unborn child and the inhumanity of abortion,” she says.
“Some people don’t want to see it, but I say to people there are no
pretty pictures of abortion. This is the reality of abortion.” This was-
n’t the first time Show the Truth made a stop in Parry Sound. The
group was in town four years ago.                             North Star photo

Kids’
fun day
fun for
whole
family

BY GERALDINE TUCKER

The Kids’ Fun Day this year is
on Monday, September 5. So,
Moms and Dads, keep that date
open for your children and
grand children. 

There will be races for chil-
dren ages 1 to 1, as well as deco-
rated bikes and doll carriages
with the one rule:  The kids
must have decorated it them-
selves. The price for the food or
drink that day is 25 cents, and
there will be hotdogs, pop,
candy floss, ice cream and
maybe popcorn. This will start
at 11 a.m. and goes to approxi-
mately 2 p.m.

Some of the other happenings
at the branch are Saturday
euchre and the meal deal each
Friday, which by the way is open
to the public. 

You have to come in any time
after 1130 a.m. on the Friday to
get your ticket.

The Jam Sessions are contin-
uing once a month with some of
the local talent performing. 

The Jam Session for
September has been changed
from the 17th to the 24th. 

This is also the weekend of
the Logging Days.

The Ladies Auxiliary will be
having a breakfast the weekend
of the Logging Days Festival
from 7:30 until 11:30 a.m.  

The cost has yet to be set.
On August 28 there will be the

annual Ken Cooke Golf
Tournament held at the Deer
Run golf course. 

If you are a golfer and would
like to participate, drop in to the
branch and sign up. The funds
raised are going to a worthwhile
cause.

Legion Week is fast approach-
ing. with plans being discussed
for some of the meals that will
be available at the branch that
week. 

There will be a dance at the
branch on the Saturday night
which is the end of Legion
Week.

Watch the yellow sign in front
of the Legion for more informa-
tion regarding any event that
will be taking place. You can
also go the website for the local
branch at
parrysoundlegion.com for infor-
mation as well as what is hap-
pening at the branch.

Virtue is
its own
reward

The Virtues Project™ Conference Committee has met every Monday morning to prepare for the Virtues
training conference that starts Sunday. Back, from left, Ina Greenwood holding future Virtues Project™
member Aurora Paradis, Marilyn McEwen, Johanna Paradis and Lyn Rider. Front, Elizabeth Simser, left,
and master facilitator Patti Jenkins. 
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Bright
future
ahead
for Twp.
BY SARAH BISSONETTE
North Star Staff

ARCHIPELAGO TWP. - After
numerous public consultation
meetings over the past 18
months, the plan to redevelop
Pointe Au Baril is now in the
hands of the Township’s council
and in need of funding from sen-
ior levels of government. 

Hammering out plan

Township council received the
Pointe Au Baril Community
Enhancement Plan from
Meridian Planning Consultants
at its July meeting. 

Since then, a committee com-
posed of councillors from the
northern portion of the
Township and Reeve Peter
Ketchum has met twice to ham-
mer out what can be done and
how. 

The committee is expected to
make a final decision on the
redevelopment of Pointe Au
Baril within a couple of months,
at which time it will go back to
council.

$2.2 million budget

The Pointe Au Baril
Community Enhancement Plan
is based on a $2.2 million budget
that relies on funding from sen-
ior levels of government.

“We hope it will be funded in a
similar manner and proportion
as Seguin was in their plan,”
said Reeve Peter Ketchum, in
reference to Seguin Township’s
re-development of the Rosseau
beach with federal and provin-
cial funding.

Archipelago will be applying
to the Canada Ontario Municipal
Renewal Infrastructure Fund
(COMRIF), which is a provincial
and federal partnership that
could fund two-thirds of the proj-
ect. 

The deadline to make the
application for the second of
three rounds of funding is in
September.

Five-year plan

Council will also be approach-
ing FedNor and Ontario
Heritage Fund.

While there is no start date
set for the project, it’s hoped that
it can be completed in five years,
Mr. Ketchum said.

The plan calls for the reloca-
tion of the replica lighthouse
that houses the Pointe Au Baril
Chamber of Commerce. 

The replica would be relo-
cated or rebuilt about 100 metres
to the left of its present location
on the shore of Sturgeon Bay,
along Highway 529.

Sound idea

Mr. Ketchum said that he
really likes the idea, partly
because it would allow the
Chamber’s office to be enlarged
and to improve its structure.

Walk this way

The plan also includes side-
walks along Highway 529, addi-
tional spaces to dock at the com-
munity centre, and changing the
present waste transfer station
by possibly relocating it or clos-
ing it. The last round of public
consultation on the plan was
held at the Pointe Au Baril
Community Centre in May.

North Road construction plan a year ahead
BY SARAH BISSONETTE 
North Star Staff

McDOUGALL TWP. – Construction on a
length of North Road is a year ahead of
schedule, due to two other road projects
in the Township coming in under budget
this year. The entire cost to fix the 800-
metre length of North Road, between
Limbert and Mill Lake Resort Roads, is

estimated at about $140,000. For this
year’s budget, Township council allocated
$38,000 to fix drainage and frost heaves. In
2006, it had planned to pave the section,
with the possibility of completing the
entire road in 2008. In the budget process,
council had also put aside $124,000 for
roadwork on Peninsula Shores and
$190,00 for Miller Drive. Upon the com-
pletion of the work on both roads -  which

includes ditching, culverts and widening
sections - the projects combined come in
under budget by $67,700, including tax.
Taking advantage of the situation, coun-
cil decided at its August 3 committee
meeting to use the funds to pave the 800-
metre length of North Road one year
ahead of schedule.

“Council kept in mind the concerns
people out there have raised,” said chief

administrative officer Garfield Eaton, on
why council is moving ahead with the
paving of North Road early. Residents
have made deputations to council in the
past with respect to the shape of the road,
including potholes and frost heaves. The
cost to pave the 800-metre length will be
about $70,000, the difference of $2,300 will
be covered by the GST. The project is
expected to be completed by this fall.
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