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North Star Staff

CARLING TWP. - Last Thursday morning, Jeff
Schmidt, 25, of Hamilton was driving north on
Highway 69 with his two brothers when he was
stopped in a construction zone about one kilome-
tre north of Woods Road. When he looked in the
rear view mirror less than a minute later, he saw
that a transport truck had hit the school bus that
was behind him. It was about 7:40 a.m.

Four-vehicle crash

“We saw the orange bus roll right over us. At
the same time, the rear window was blown out,
glass was flying everywhere, and the transport
went by on the right - into the ditch,” Mr. Schmidt
said, recalling the four-vehicle collision that had
injured two people just hours earlier, too late to be
reported in detail in Saturday’s Beacon Star.

The brothers were heading to St. Joseph Island,
near Sault Ste. Marie, when the collision hap-
pened. Mr. Schmidt’s brother Colin, 20, who was in
the passenger seat, was taken to the West Parry
Sound Health Centre (WPSHC) with minor
injuries. His other brother, Andrew, 19, was in the
back seat and was not hurt. The driver of the
empty school bus was unhurt, but her son was
taken to WPSHC with minor injuries. 

The transport hit the bus from behind, even
though driver Trevor Norman tried to steer the rig
into the ditch when he realized the bus was
stopped. The force of the impact sent the bus air-
borne. It then
rolled across the
single lane of traf-
fic before landing
on its wheels in
the ditch of the
southbound lane,

facing north.
The driver had been on her way to Pointe Au

Baril to take a busload of children to the Parry
Sound High School for summer school, said
Hammond Bus Transport Parry Sound manager
Fred Holland.

Construction zone

The accident closed the highway down to one
lane of traffic until about noon. 

“I was flagging,” said David Carr, who has been
flagging at construction zones for four years. “The
problem on the highway is that people are always
trying to get somewhere in a hurry. The third vehi-
cle was the school bus, good thing it was empty. I
looked up when I heard wheels squeal and saw the
school bus rolling and then I jumped out of the
way.”

Mr. Carr’s car had been parked on the side of the
northbound lane facing south, and was also hit by
the transport. 

“I’ve seen a lot of close calls,” he said. “People,
even when they know they are in a construction
zone, don’t slow down.”

“I didn’t notice the bus had come to a stop, I did-
n’t see any brake lights and I tried to avoid it,” said
the transport truck’s driver, Mr. Norman, as he
stood on the small rockcut into which he had
steered the transport about two hours earlier.

Mr. Norman was hauling general freight from
Mississauga to Thunder Bay. The OPP said he was
charged with dangerous operation of a motor
vehicle.continued from front

Also, that the IT professional develop a maintenance program for each of the sites that are used by
council.

Councillor Rita McWhirter suggested that because 90 per cent of her internet use is for council-related
business, that the Town pay for all of the internet costs and have staff prepare another report research-
ing the lowest cost of high-speed, wide-band internet service.

Councillor Conrad van der Valk wasn’t certain that 100 per cent of the cost was fair, seeing as most of
council likely uses the internet for personal use.

“Office space at the Town Office is scarce. We don’t have office space for council-
lors’ computers and we’ve been forced to use our computers at home,” said coun-
cillor Richard Adams, adding he was concerned with the public’s perception with
the recommendation.

Council could resume debate on the issue as soon as next week.

continued from front
“The risk to people in this district is low,” said

director of infectious diseases Leeanne Whitney
in a press release. “At this time of year, the most
important precaution all residents and business
owners in the district can take is to ensure that
potential mosquito breeding sites are eliminated
from their property. Cleaning up areas of standing
water goes a long way toward reducing the mos-
quito population.”

The health unit is also advising that people use
bug repellent containing Deet and wear long-
sleeved light-coloured shirts, pants and shoes to
reduce the likelihood of being bitten by mosqui-
toes.

Last year, the first bird confirmed to have the
virus was found on July 8. Ms Whitney said that
the first case may be later this year because the
lack of rain hasn’t allowed as many breeding loca-

tions for mosquitoes. So far this year, 30 of 87 dead
birds have been tested in the health unit’s area.

The health unit has also been conducting tests
on female mosquitoes once a week in the Town of
Parry Sound and is now also testing them in the
vicinity of where the dead crow was found. Female
mosquitoes are the only ones that bite humans.

Two different types of traps are used; the light
trap is for female mosquitoes looking for a blood
meal, and the second, the grand trap, is for mos-
quitoes who have already had a blood meal and
are looking to lay eggs, environmental technician
Nick Roscoe said.

In the last three years no mosquito has tested
positive for the virus, Mr. Roscoe added.

Last year, eight birds tested positive for the
virus at the former Muskoka-Parry Sound Health
Unit. No human cases of West Nile virus were
identified.
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wed≠esday, july 27

Morning Concert
— 10:30 a.m. 
Gryphon Trio plays
Mozart Piano Trio No 1

Noon Concert
— 12:00 noon
Gryphon Trio plays 
Mozart Piano Trio No. 2

Evening Concert 
— 7:30p.m. 
James Campbell, Anton 
Kuerti and St. Lawrence 
String Quartet

πhursday, july 28

Morning Concert
— 10:30 a.m.
Gryphon Trio plays 
Mozart Piano Trio No. 3

Noon Concert
— 12:00 noon
Gryphon Trio plays 
Mozart Piano Trio No. 4

Evening Concert 
— 7:30p.m. 
Gryphon Trio plays 
Mozart Piano Trio No. 5

friday, july 29

Morning Concert
— 10:30 a.m.
Gryphon Trio plays 
Mozart Piano Trio No. 5
Noon Concert
— 12:00 noon
Jazz Influences on Classical
Evening Concert 
— 7:30 p.m. 
Jazz Canada: Phil 
Nimmons and Ranee Lee
After Hours
— 10:30 p.m.
Meduse

saπurday, july 30

Children’s Workshop
— 10:00 a.m.

Free Children's Concert
12:00 noon 

Phantom of the Opera
— 3:00 p.m.
Silent Film with live music 
by Melodeon

Evening Concert
— 7:30 p.m. 
Jazz Canada: Dave Young 
and Friends

monday, August 1

Musical Cruise
— 7:00 p.m.
Muisc of the Swing Era on 
the Island Queen

tuesday August 2

Morning Concert
— 10:30 a.m.
Magic Flute — Bach

Noon Concert
— 12:00 noon
Magic Flute — Virtuosity

Evening Concert
— 7:30 p.m.
Trio Lyro plays Mozart, 
Faure and Ravel

su≠day, july 31

Rhythm Meets Strings
— 2:00 p.m. 
Jane Bunnett and Spirits 
of Havana with Penderecki 
String Quartet

Evening Concert
— 7:30 p.m.
Jazz Canada: Peter 
Appleyard and Swing Fever

For a brochure or tickets, call 705-746-2410 or Toll-free: 1-866-364-0061   
BOX OFFICE: 42 James Street, Parry Sound, Ontario   E-MAIL: info@festivalofthesound.ca   WEB SITE: www.festivalofthesound.ca

wee√ 2

James Campbell, Artistic Director
Charles W. Stockey Centre for the Performing Arts

Parry Sound, Ontario

july 15 ~ augusπ 7, 2005FES∏IVAL
SOU±Dof πhe2 Left: Gryphon Trio, 

Right: St. Lawrence String Quartet
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Don’t Feed the Bears:
Fill bird feeders only through 
the winter months.

B E A R  W I S E

Ministry of Natural Resources

In an immediate emergency call your local police or 911. 
To report bear problems call:

1 866 514-2327 (1 866 514-BEAR) TTY 705 945-7641

For more information, visit our website:
bears.mnr.gov.on.ca
This ad is paid for by the Government of Ontario.

Riverview Dental Centre
Welcomes

Dr. Milica Stamenkovic

Dentist & Hygienist
Appointments

Available

All insurance
plans accepted 

43 Miller Street • Parry Sound
746-4290
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Health unit testing
mosquitoes weekly
in Parry Sound

Staff to research cost 
of high-speed internet

North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit environmental technician Nick Roscoe collects the mosqui-
toes that were lured into the light trap in Parry Sound Tuesday morning. The light trap collects between
200 and 2,000 mosquitoes over night. The health unit has been taking samples of the mosquito popu-
lation here since early May.   North Star photo

Driver charged in crash

Clean-up crews worked for hours clearing away debris from the four-vehicle crash that sent two to hos-
pital Thursday with non-life threatening injuries. The transport truck’s driver, Trevor Norman,  not shown
above, has been charged with dangerous operation of a motor vehicle.

North Star photo

66 Bowes Street, Parry Sound
746-2108   Cell 746-3697

GIC Rates
1 year 3.11%
3 year 3.5%
5 year 3.85%
30 days 2.5%

CALL ME
TODAY

FOR YOUR
INVESTMENT

NEEDS
Kim Campbell
Branch Manager
Financial Advisor

*

All rates are annualized and subject to
change without notice at any time.
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