
and the next day he would
be exhuming the remains
of Mr. and Mrs. Argue, to
be sent to Saskatchewan
where their son now lived.
When Hutcheson Me-
morial Cemetery in
Huntsville was opened in
1936, the undertaker
returned to Mizpah once
more to exhume and re-
inter the remains of Annie
McBrien in the new ceme-
tery that offered perpetual
care.  

By 1930, there was
again a need for a school
in the area, as Limberlost,
Oxbow Lodge and
Fieldale joined Camp
Billie Bear to become busy
local tourist resorts.
Gordon Hill of Limberlost
and Eli Birtch, farm man-
ager for William Mansell
on the old Nairn, then
Hart, farm, arranged to
have the abandoned
church dismantled and the
material used to build a
little frame schoolhouse
across the road from the
original school that had
burned many years before. 

With the Mizpah
church gone, the gravel
deposit under it was
exposed and readily acces-
sible. It didn’t take long for
Park Road to disappear
and a depth of 30 feet of
the hill with it. A resident
was passing by one day
and saw a monument top-
ple into the rubble below
as a bulldozer literally
undermined the edge of

the cemetery. Over the
years, the hill along the
main road became eroded
and washed out in heavy
rains and graves were
exposed. By 1950, Mizpah
had become second fiddle,
being referred to as “the
old cemetery near the
gravel pit.” 

About 1938, Hugh Hill
of Friendly Acres at
Hillside established a
sawmill at the east end of
Rebecca Lake and Edgar
Brook became his partner.
Edgar’s wife, the former
Mabel Hart, was the only
member of the original
settlers families still in the
area. She had founded
Camp Billie Bear on Bella
Lake in 1906 and in 1945
had sold the resort and
retired to live at Brook’s
Mill. 

In 1955, Norman
Nelson contacted Mabel
from his home at Port
Reeve, Saskatchewan.
Norman was the son of
George and Mary Ann
Nelson and had been born
in Sinclair township in
1885 at his family’s farm
across the road from the
first school. He was 11
years old when he left with
his father and siblings for
the west, very shortly after
his mother’s death on
April 4, 1897. She had
died of tuberculosis at 38
years of age. Now a suc-
cessful retired farmer,
Norman was fulfilling a
lifelong dream to place a
monument at the site of

his mother’s grave. When
he came, he recognized
none of the old land-
marks, but with Mabel’s
help, he located the spot
where his mother had
been buried almost 60
years earlier. Norman’s
younger brother Stanley
was also commemorated
on a new granite monu-
ment.

Norman Nelson’s visit
prompted a lot of activity
at Mizpah. Mainly
through Mabel’s efforts,
part of the old cemetery
was cleared and tidied. A
social evening to raise
funds was held at the
schoolhouse, by then the
community centre (local
students were being bused
to school in Huntsville by
then). Hugh Hill was mas-
ter of ceremonies and
Mabel Brook and her
friend May Wilson pro-
vided refreshments. Nancy
Pugh, a cottager from
Bella Lake, led the singing
and Graham Atkin, then
owner of Billie Bear
Resort, and his guests, Mr.
Rockcliffe and Miss
Matthews, gave a picture
show of scenes taken
throughout the area. Mr.
Osgoode, a cottager from
Limberlost, and Jimmy
Reesor, a guest at Billie
Bear, also helped. The
evening raised $60 to help
with the clearing. 

Mabel Brook died in
1963, but Jack and Bobbie
Welsh continued to
improve the Mizpah
cemetery. It was they who
fashioned the archway that
incorporated the name
and erected an interpretive
board.  

Since new provincial
regulations, put in place in

the 1990s, the Township
of Lake of Bays has been
responsible for keeping
the grass cut in the area
where the monuments can
be seen. Local cottagers

continue to keep a watch-
ful eye on this special
place, the only visible
reminder of those few

short years when Nelson’s
Appointment was a strug-
gling agricultural commu-
nity.
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Working for the Mizpah cemetery —
Cont. from page 10

Herman Hart
Herman Hart was born in Ontario, the

youngest of the nine children of United Empire
Loyalist Barnabus Hart and his wife Maria
Bender. Herman had 13 children: seven sons by
his first wife Margaret Woods who died in 1841
and four sons and two daughters by his second
wife Jane, known as Hannah Foster. 

Family legend claims there was a falling out
between his two families, and Herman and Jane
moved to Muskoka to be with their children,
Herman’s second family, all of whom had moved
to the area: George, Andrew, Joseph, Tunis and
Margaret Ann who married John Fowler in
Huntsville. Mary, the youngest, died as a child and is buried in Lindsay. Herman
and Jane lived with their unmarried son Joseph near Mizpah. 

Herman died in February 1891 at 87 years of age and he was buried at the little
pioneer cemetery. Jane continued to live with Joseph until her death in 1910. It
could be assumed she is buried with Herman at Mizpah, although there is nothing
on the monument to confirm this. Also buried at Mizpah is Herman’s son Andrew,
who died in 1895, and three of his grandchildren, Bertha Hart Hammell (1904),
(Andrew’s daughter), also Ada (1890) and Thomas Alvin (1886), children of his
son George and his wife Catherine. (Dr. Jacob Hart of Huntsville was also a grand-
son.)

ANDREW HART’S FARM (circa 1900) was built on the
westerly end of their 200-acre free grant lands. Andrew
Hart married Elizabeth Payne in Lindsay in 1879 and they
settled on lots 19 and 20 in the B concession of Sinclair
on the Bobcaygeon Road. Their two daughters Bertha and
Mabel Ruth (later Mabel Brook) were both born on the
homestead before they moved to the south shore of
Rebecca Lake to be closer to the school. (Photo courtesy
of Shelley Sproule)

An Indian
It was while Mabel Brook was cleaning up the cemetery

during the 1950s that she came across a grave marked
only “An Indian 1884”. She placed, according to Indian
custom, a broken axe, broken pot, tobacco pouch and
tobacco on the grave. This act was brought to the atten-
tion of Chief Clinton Richard, grand president of the
Indian Defense League of America and chief of the
Truscarora Tribe in New York State, who passed the story
on to his tribe. 

Mrs. Brook received a very heartwarming letter from an
Indian in Shawano, Wisconsin which read in part: “Please
accept my heartfelt thanks for your showing of thought-
fulness and respect towards the remains of an unknown
Indian whose only epitaph was ‘Indian 1884’, you are a
wonderful person, Mrs. Brook, and I am sure the Great
Spirit has you marked for a special reward when you leave
this life.” 

In 2001, the cross was discovered to have fallen — it had rotted at the base. Local
builder, Rob Paterson, reproduced the original cross and replaced it. Anne Marshall,
who has cottaged on Tasso Lake since 1955, visits Mizpah several times each sum-
mer to leave symbolic artifacts for the unknown Indian — a little pouch of tobacco,
a dream catcher or beads. She wonders how he came to be here. Another mystery. 

This summer some unknown person left rows of pebbles, which symbolize a per-
manence of memory. 

HERMAN HART (1811-1891) and
Jane Foster (1823-1910) (Photo
courtesy of Kay Fowler)

AN INDIAN 1884 (Photo
by Barb Paterson) 


