
Go thou thy way, and I go
mine,

Apart, yet not afar;
Only a thin veil hangs

between
The pathways where we

are.
And “God keep watch

’tween thee and me;”
This is my prayer
He looks thy way, He

looketh mine,
And keeps us near. 

First verse of a poem
by Julia A. Baker

In late 1885, despite
William Swain’s objec-

tions, a road was built
from the schoolhouse in

the fourth concession of
Sinclair township across
William Nelson’s and
William Swain’s land to
circumvent the originally
surveyed “mountainous”
right-of-way between the
fourth and fifth conces-
sions that ended at the
Bobcaygeon Road. The
new diversion, where it
crossed Nelson’s Creek at
the end of Rebecca Lake,
was just beyond a hill that
offered a lovely view down
the lake. It was this loca-
tion, on a corner of
William Nelson’s land,
that the people of
the area had chosen for a

burial ground. 
The community was

known as Nelson’s Ap-
pointment and was one of
four locations in the
Hillside Mission of the
Methodist church where
as many as 25 families
attended church services
held in the local school-
house. In November

1894, it was decided to
build a church on what
was known as Park Road
in a grove near the grave-
yard. The new church,
named Mizpah, was
opened Jan. 5, 1896. 

Although there were
burials here for a period of
about 20 years, between
1885 and 1905, other
than the inscriptions on
the six commercial stone
monuments, there are no
burial records for this little
pioneer cemetery. Any
wooden crosses, which
marked some of the
graves, have disappeared
long ago and the original
cedar rail fence that
enclosed the graveyard is
barley visible way down
over the hill near Nelson’s
Creek. Those whose final
resting place is here were
members of the families
who were a part of an
active rural landscape and
who, with one exception,
had all moved away by
1910.

For many years, all was
peaceful and quiet at
Mizpah, as it gradually
became overgrown. One
dark night as Frank
Hutcheson was returning
from a fishing trip at his
family camp on Dotty
Lake, he was startled as he
passed the little cemetery.
A ghostly figure, carrying
a lantern and waving his
arm to get Frank’s atten-
tion, was hurrying toward
him. It was the Huntsville
undertaker dressed in his
nightshirt and nightcap.
Fresh out of matches, he
was hoping Frank had a
few to give him for his
breakfast fire. The man
was camping in the
deserted church overnight
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• Services •
Why buy a new boat?

COMPLETE BOAT
REFINISHING

OVER THE WINTER
We provide fibreglass refinishing,

carpets & upholstery. 
Complete mechanical services

from the smallest engine repairs
to engine rebuilding.

FALL LIFTS / SPRING LAUNCHES
Personal Service 

from Barry Lee Marine
We will put your boat away in your boathouse

• Complete winterization 
• Thorough check-over.

PORT CARLING 765-6926

Barry Lee Marine

Service is our only business!

CABIN SAVVY
Old and New
MARKET

Open Thanksgiving Weekend
and the Cranberry Festival Weendend

• Hanging baskets 
& flowers

• Garden  Art
• Salvage
• Furniture

• Jewelry, Pictures, Clocks
• Home Decor

• Hiking trails for your enjoyment
.

Just a short scenic drive 1 km on Young’s Road 
off Hwy. 169 across from Glen Orchard General Store,

follow to the “Barn”

Ask about our”Suite Surprise” accommodation on site

*COTTAGE & HOME CONSTRUCTION
*RENOVATIONS & REPAIRS

*INTERIOR FINISHING
*DECKS & RETAINING WALLS

*DOCKS & BOATHOUSES
*BARGE SERVICES

Let us take care of your home or 
cottage construction & repairs while
you relax and enjoy life in Muskoka.

Gravenhurst 687-4782 
or call 687-7780

Quality & Service 
Come First

Building Contractors

Mizpah Stories of the Past
Barbara Paterson

paterson@vianet.on.ca

MARY JANE NELSON’S monument: This granite monument
erected in 1955 looks odd so close to stones dating back
another 60 years or more, but the memories of her
devoted son, Norman Nelson, is a pioneer story to be
remembered. Norman’s grandmother, Margaret
Robinson, wife of Edward Robinson, died in March 1886
at 54 years having suffering from asthma for a week. She
may also be buried at Mizpah. (Photo by Barb Paterson) 

Matthew McMaster
Matthew McMaster’s wife, the former Dorothy Ann

McGinas (McGinnis), seems to have been the first to be
buried at the little cemetery in March 1885. She was
just a month short of her 47th birthday and left her
husband and five children under the age of eight years,
the youngest a six-week-old infant. Matthew immedi-
ately wrote to his sister Letitia in Lindsay, asking that
she come to help with the children.

Matthew McMaster, born in Lockport, New York in
1850, immigrated to a farm in Manvers township in
Durham county with his parents James and Margaret
and four siblings. He married Dorothy Ann McGinas
in Lindsay in February 1876 and they came to Muskoka
in 1880 with their two small children, Margaret Jane
and William James, aged four and two years. A daugh-
ter Ida May (1881), Joseph Herbert (1883) and
Matthew John (1885) were all born at the homestead
on the third concession of Sinclair township. 

On Jan. 1, 1891, Matthew wed Marjorie McBrien.
Marjorie, her sister Alice and brothers Richard and
David McBrien had also come from Durham county

before 1881 to
settle on the
Bobcaygeon
Road in the A
concession on
Dotty Lake. It
was Marjorie’s
sister Annie
who died Nov.
3, 1903 at 47
years of age

and who was later disinterred and moved to Hutcheson
Memorial Cemetery in Huntsville in the 1930s. 

The McMaster children often attended the school in
bare feet up until late November — shoes were expen-
sive and not affordable. On Sunday, it was back to the
school for church and Sunday school until the Mizpah
church was built in 1895. As the boys grew older, they
helped on the farm in the summer and worked in lum-
ber camps in the winter. 

Margaret Jane married Samuel Bloss in 1898 and in
1902, Samuel purchased the Bravender farm on the
Bobcaygeon Road from William Bravender’s son James.
In 1903, John Nairn, who had left Sinclair in 1887 to
farm at Carberry, Manitoba, returned to the area for a
visit. He renewed acquaintances with the McMaster
family and the following June married Ida May at the
Mizpah church. The couple returned to Manitoba
where they lived the remainder of their lives. 

Matthew’s sons William and Joseph purchased a farm
in Innisfil township in Simcoe County in 1908. His
youngest son Matthew “Jack” lived in Innisfil briefly
but soon went to farm in Saskatchewan. A year later,
Matthew and Marjorie left Sinclair and moved to a
home that William and Joseph had built for them on
their farm at Innisfil. Marjory died in 1923 and in
1939, Matthew moved to Huntsville to live with his
widowed daughter Margaret Bloss who ran a boarding
house on the southwest corner of Menominee and
Chaffey Street. Matthew died at Maggie’s home in 1942
in his 93rd year. He and Marjorie are buried in the
Thornton cemetery.

Mizpah church
In November 1894, it

was decided to build a
church on Park Road in
the grove near the grave-
yard on Nelson’s lot.
Through the efforts of
student minister Rev.
Egerton R. Young, dona-
tions exceeded expecta-
tions and by the follow-
ing August, a 30’ x 40’
church had been built.
On the Sabbath Day, Jan.
5, 1896, despite the fact
it was 30° below zero, the
little edifice was filled
morning and evening to
listen to two impressive
services delivered by
superintendent Rev. J.E.
Wilson of Huntsville.
The following evening
the ladies provided a tea
served in the hall over the
new shed and during the
course of the evening,
raised enough money to
practically relieve the
trustees of any encum-
brance. The church was
abandoned in about
1907, as the last of the
early settlers left the area. 

Cont. on page 11

MATTHEW McMASTER’S FARM 


