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bylaw, used the closure of snowmobile trails 
as a lever to get the district to withdraw the 
bylaw.

The Muskoka Land owners Association 
is a member of the Ontario Landowners 
Association. If you have a look at their web-
site www.ruralrevolution.com, they invite 
members to purposely destroy habitat for 
endangered species as a way to “protect the 
market value,” take photos of the carnage and 
post them to the web.

The current president and vice-president of 
the Muskoka Landowners Association are the 
spouses of principals in local logging firms.

I understand that, in lieu of updating their 

tree bylaw, the district published guidance 
documents for those landowners wanting to 
harvest trees from their land. At best, this is 
advice to those who already want to do the 
right thing. It does nothing to stop destruc-
tion of habitat or enforce best practices.

How disappointing that the council of the 
District of Muskoka has caved to pressure 
from a single group interested mainly in per-
sonal profit.

The loggers say that they act responsibly, 
and have a vested interest in preserving the 
logging industry and I would bet that most 
of them do; but a comprehensive tree bylaw 
would merely entrench best practices they 
already purport to use, and would give the 

district the legislative tools to ensure compli-
ance.

I understand that a 200-acre parcel in the 
Walker’s Point area was recently logged in 
contravention to the current bylaw, but noth-
ing could be done.

I see from the local papers that the Muskoka 
Landowners Association is again pressur-
ing private landowners to close snowmobile 
trails, this time in an attempt to support their 
apparent request for the district to rescind its 
official plan.

District council’s mandate is to do the right 
thing for all of Muskoka, including future gen-
erations. Please do the right thing. Relocate 
the snowmobile trails to public lands or obtain 

public easements from property owners. Pass 
a tree bylaw that gives the district some sem-
blance of regulatory control. Stop allowing a 
fringe group to hold you for ransom when-
ever you try to do something that serves the 
greater good.

The loss of a healthy forest habitat and 
planning controls designed to foster sus-
tainable development will completely and 
totally decimate the local economy much 
more effectively than the temporary closure 
of snowmobile trails.

You were elected to serve all the people of 
Muskoka — just do it.

Debbie Korolnek
Acton Island, Muskoka
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LOOK OUT. 
Monsignor Michael 
O’Leary student 
Brock gets ready to 
throw a dodge ball 
with classmates 
recently. 
(Photo by 
Karen Longwell)


