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ferent political faiths many times 
over past years.

Normally, the period of proroga-
tion is as brief as a day or so. A 
prorogation of almost six weeks is 
exceptional, only exceeded by one 

of even longer duration called by 
Jean Chrétien to escape criticism 
during the sponsorship affair.

A Harper spokesperson has 
said prorogation allows the gov-
ernment to speak with Canadians 
about the economy, take time out 

for the Vancouver Olympics and 
strengthen the Tories’ position 
in the Senate. Unfortunately for 
Harper, 38 per cent of those sur-
veyed believe he pulled the plug to 
thwart a parliamentary committee’s 
probe of the treatment of Afghan 

prisoners.
The internationally influential 

magazine The Economist has also 
weighed in with sharp criticism in 
both editorial and news story, stat-
ing: “Mr. Harper is a competent 
tactician with a ruthless streak. He 

bars most ministers from talking 
to the media; he has axed some 
independent watchdogs; he has 
binned (trashed) campaign prom-
ises to make government more 
open and accountable. Now he is 
subjecting Parliament to prime-
ministerial whim.”

Perhaps the unkindest cut of all 
came on Monday on CBC’s Power 
and Politics. Tom Flanagan, a for-
mer chief of staff and one-time 
mentor to Harper and a co-founder 
with Harper of the Reform Party, 
commented that the PMO’s talking 
points on its strategy are “childish” 
and “really don’t have much cred-
ibility.”

However, before opposition par-
ties and voters who would prefer 
a different party in power begin to 
celebrate, they would do well to 
ponder some hard realities.

Polls are, at best, a snapshot of 
public opinion on a particular day or 
days; public opinion often changes, 
as new and more urgent challenges 
emerge. Early last summer, polls 
had indicated a strong upswing in 
support for the Liberals. With the 

cooler weather of autumn came a 
new surge in Conservative support. 
That may well happen again.

More important than this inci-
dent of closing down Parliament is 
the clear trend it indicates.

The result is the same, whether 
closing down Parliament for pol-
itical purposes; reducing the staff 
and/or budgets of public watch-
dogs or even dismissing them when 
their actions are displeasing to the 
government; closing down public 
inquiries; or refusing to respond 
to the will of a majority of the 
democratically elected members 
of Parliament by failing to release 
requested documents.

The power of those we elect to 
represent us is diminished and the 
power of the Prime Minister’s Office 
is increased. That is contrary to 
Canadian parliamentary traditions 
and practice, a clear violation of the 
principle that, unlike the United 
States, the executive branch of gov-
ernment is completely dependent 
upon the legislative branch for its 
authority.

The shift of power away from 
elected members of Parliament 
began with Pierre Trudeau and 
continued under both Liberal and 
Conservative holders of that office 
over many years. The trend is alive 
and well under Stephen Harper.

Regardless of who holds the pos-
ition of prime minister or their pol-
itical affiliation, that is what should 
be of real concern to Canadians.
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