
W
ee

ke
nd

er
: F

rid
ay

, J
an

ua
ry

 1
5,

 2
01

0 
- 8

G

ProfessionalsProfessionalsHOME PLANS... HOME PLANS... 
 BUILDING... BUILDING...
  RENOVATION  RENOVATION

DESIGN FOR LIVING • VAULTED COUNTRY KITCHEN

To receive a 288 page book featuring over 350 beautifully illustrated home and cottage plans, 
including this design, for only $11.95 (including shipping, handling and taxes) mention this 
newspaper via email at sales@selecthomedesigns.com, or call toll-free 1-800-663-6739  or 
fax 604-881-2114. We accept Visa/Mastercard/AMEX. To use cheque or money order, 
make payable to Design for Living, c/o MUSKOKA DISTRICT WEEKENDER, Suite 348, 
19567 Fraser Highway, Surrey, B.C., Canada, V3S 9A4.

PLAN NO. 23-1092

• Perfect for a cabin on the lake or a nice lot in the woods, this 
home features a covered porch and rear deck. 

• Take advantage of the great room fireplace on chilly evenings. 
• A large vaulted kitchen includes a dining space and deck 

access. 
• Three bedrooms provide closet space and share a full hall 

bath.

©Copyright SELECT HOME DESIGNS.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

WIDTH: 42’ DEPTH: 32’ • Total finished area: 1092 sq.ft.

and public events. The team’s mandate is to 
provide information and guidelines on safe 
boating to the boaters in Muskoka.

The initiative was started almost 25 years 
ago, in response to the association’s concern 
about increasing numbers of serious boating 
accidents on Muskoka’s lakes.

“What the judging committee liked about 
this initiative is that the program was estab-
lished and funded by the member asso-
ciation — because safety was important to 
them. 

“They cared enough about safety on their 
lake to take action,” said Barbara Byers, pub-
lic education director at the Ontario branch 
of the Lifesaving Society and past-chair of 
the Canadian Safe Boating Council, as she 
presented the award.

“Rather than only passing out informa-
tion or mailing information, they actively 
promoted safety on the lakes, making one-
to-one contact with the boater and went 
directly to the cottagers’ cottages. If the 
cottager was not home, they left the informa-
tion on the dock.”

‘Many very committed people’
Upon accepting the award, Brian 

McElwain, president of the MLA, recog-
nized the “many very committed people” 
who have been involved in the marine team 
program since the mid-1980s and thanked 
the Canadian Safe Boating Council and the 
awards committee for the “very important 
recognition of our ongoing commitment to 
promote safe boating on our lakes.”

Boating award —
CONTINUED FROM FRONT things at an early age.”

“We are delighted to be able to enhance our 
early childhood learning opportunities for 
our youngest students,” said trustee chairper-

son Valerie Smith. “We are looking forward 
to when all our communities can benefit 
from full implementation of this program.”

The Ministry of Education has said the pro-
gram will roll out over five years, with more 
schools added each year so that by 2015/16 
every elementary school in Ontario will offer 
full-day, every day kindergarten.

The junior kindergarten students entering 
the program in September will turn four prior 
to the end of Dec. 31, 2010, meaning the 
youngest of them will be three years old.

Parents will be given the opportunity to 
have child care before and after school on a 
cost recovery basis. This means a child could 
conceivably attend school from 7 a.m. until 6 
p.m. There must be 15 interested parents in 
a school for the additional child care portion 
of the program to run. Bus transportation will 
only be provided for regular school hours.

This will be a boon to working families 
in our region where quality child care has 

always been a struggle to attain due to limited 
space in the few licensed programs available.

Kindergarten has always been and will 
remain optional; parents who wish to opt out 
of the program may do so.

Not all parents of young children are 
enthused about the initiative. Kailey Richter 
of Port Sydney will be sending her son to kin-
dergarten in September. The family chose to 
keep the five-year-old home, rather than send 
him to junior kindergarten this year.

“I heaved a sigh of relief when I learned that 
our local school was not chosen as a pilot for 
all-day, every day kindergarten,” she said. “I 
am thankful that my son will still have days at 
home when he can make-believe for hours on 
end, enjoy extended adventures in the forest 
and play, play, play, play, play!”

Richter is a stay-at-home mom now, but 
plans to return to her teaching career when 
her children are older. She has an intimate 
knowledge of the school system.

rate increase is justifiable after these items, 
then the rate increase should be allocated 
equally across the whole customer base.”

Armstrong said Veridian’s responses to 
interrogatories from intervenors had to be 
filed with the OEB by Monday.

“There is a lot of work involved responding 
to the questions, but that’s something we 
expected,” Armstrong said. “It is a routine 
part of the process.”

When Gravenhurst Hydro was sold to 
Veridian in 2005 a handful of local interven-
ors came forward, but none at the provincial 
or federal level.

Armstrong believes the number of interven-
ors is typical for such an application.

“It is not unusual at all,” he said.
Armstrong could not comment as to wheth-

er the Veridian application for a distribution 
rate increase is generating more interest and 
opposition than others it has filed in the past. 
He said this is the first time Veridian has gone 
through this type of application.

Paul Crawford, communications adviser for 
the OEB, said the board has yet to sched-
ule a hearing to deal with the application. 
Crawford said the board has decided an oral 
hearing will be held.
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Not all parents enthused by kindergarten plan —

Hydro rate hike —

MUSKOKA – The 2010 Ontario Winter Games begin this weekend with the sprint and 
classic cross-country skiing events at Arrowhead Provincial Park. 

While most of the 27 winter sports competitions for youth 22 and under will take place 
March 4-7 throughout Muskoka, cross-country skiing will be held early due to a scheduling 
conflict in March with the cross-country ski nationals to be held in Whitehorse, Yukon.

Please note public skiing at Arrowhead will be closed from noon on Friday until 2 p.m. 
on Sunday; however, tubing and snowshoeing will remain open.

For the complete schedule of events for the cross-country ski competition or more infor-
mation on the Ontario Winter Games go to 2010ontariowintergames.com.

Ontario Winter Games begin
Cross-country skiing events at Arrowhead Provincial Park


