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DESIGN FOR LIVING • VAULTED COUNTRY KITCHEN

To receive a 288 page book featuring over 350 beautifully illustrated home and cottage plans, 
including this design, for only $11.95 (including shipping, handling and taxes) mention this 
newspaper via email at sales@selecthomedesigns.com, or call toll-free 1-800-663-6739  or 
fax 604-881-2114. We accept Visa/Mastercard/AMEX. To use cheque or money order, 
make payable to Design for Living, c/o MUSKOKA DISTRICT WEEKENDER, Suite 348, 
19567 Fraser Highway, Surrey, B.C., Canada, V3S 9A4.

PLAN NO. 23-1092

• Perfect for a cabin on the lake or a nice lot in the woods, this 
home features a covered porch and rear deck. 

• Take advantage of the great room fireplace on chilly evenings. 
• A large vaulted kitchen includes a dining space and deck 

access. 
• Three bedrooms provide closet space and share a full hall 

bath.

©Copyright SELECT HOME DESIGNS.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

WIDTH: 42’ DEPTH: 32’ • Total finished area: 1092 sq.ft.

Not all parents of young children are 
enthused about the initiative. Kailey Richter 
of Port Sydney will be sending her son to kin-
dergarten in September. The family chose to 
keep the five-year-old home, rather than send 
him to junior kindergarten this year.

“I heaved a sigh of relief when I learned that 
our local school was not chosen as a pilot for 
all-day, every day kindergarten,” she said. “I 
am thankful that my son will still have days at 
home when he can make-believe for hours on 
end, enjoy extended adventures in the forest 
and play, play, play, play, play!”

Richter is a stay-at-home mom now, but 
plans to return to her teaching career when 
her children are older. She has an intimate 
knowledge of the school system.

“I worry that we are downloading the 
curriculum and putting too much pressure 
and stress on four- and five-year-olds,” said 

Richter. “My concerns with all-day, every 
day kindergarten would be minimized if I 
had sufficient assurance that developmentally 
appropriate programming would afford chil-
dren the opportunity to dramatize, explore 
and delve into unstructured play at their own 
pace.”

Triton is recommending that the road be 
reconstructed to a 60-km/h standard, which 
is the current posted speed limit on most 
of the five-kilometre stretch. Wray said the 
improvement will reduce the potential for 
accidents.

Taking the road to an 80 km/h standard 
would require significant property acquisi-
tions, and would probably displace some 
existing development, according to the report 
from Triton. 

There will still be some property impact at 
60 km/h, but there are ways to avoid displa-
cing existing development.

The proposal seemed to satisfy residents 
who showed up for the information centre.

“I think they have taken a more realistic 
approach,” said Bonnie Lake Road resident 
Bob Henry.

He said there are ongoing concerns on the 
road due to gravel trucks that travel to Child’s 
Pitt.

A lower speed makes more sense, given the 
traffic volume, said Henry.

“Speed limits are not always adhered to,” 
he added.

Waters said Bonnie Lake Road was chosen 
as a priority for work as it is not up to district 
standards.

“It is way past resurfacing,” said Waters.
Once drainage is fixed, there is a good base 

and proper resurfacing, the road should last 
for a long time, he added.

Waters noted many people attending the 
information centre were concerned about 
safety and the plans should put their minds 
at ease.

“All we can do is make the road safer,” said 
Waters.

Bruce Vardon with Triton Engineering said 
36 people had signed attendance sheets at the 
information centre.

He will be going through written comments 
for a future report and there will be another 
information centre in March or April with 
more detailed plans for the roadwork.

In 2007 and 2008 the district undertook a 
design study for the southerly five kilometres 
of Bonnie Lake Road.

Currently the project will be focused on 
Bonnie Lake Road in Bracebridge, but there 
are plans to extend work farther up Muskoka 
Road 46 to Port Sydney, said Waters.

and public events. The team’s mandate is to 
provide information and guidelines on safe 
boating to the boaters in Muskoka.

The initiative was started almost 25 years 
ago, in response to the association’s concern 
about increasing numbers of serious boating 
accidents on Muskoka’s lakes.

“What the judging committee liked about 
this initiative is that the program was estab-
lished and funded by the member asso-
ciation — because safety was important to 
them. They cared enough about safety on 
their lake to take action,” said Barbara Byers, 
public education director at the Ontario 
branch of the Lifesaving Society and past-
chair of the Canadian Safe Boating Council, 
as she presented the award.

“Rather than only passing out informa-
tion or mailing information, they actively 
promoted safety on the lakes, making one-
to-one contact with the boater and went 
directly to the cottagers’ cottages. If the 
cottager was not home, they left the informa-
tion on the dock.”

Upon accepting the award, Brian 
McElwain, president of the MLA, recog-

nized the “many very committed people” 
who have been involved in the marine team 
program since the mid-1980s and thanked 
the Canadian Safe Boating Council and the 
awards committee for the “very important 
recognition of our ongoing commitment to 
promote safe boating on our lakes.”

WELL-DESERVED HONOUR. From left, 
back row: Bill Jennings, MLA director; Brian 
McElwain, MLA president; Jeff Dixon, Gordon 
Bay; (front row) Ben Hatherley, Gordon Bay; 
Pauline Cascagnette, Gordon Bay and John 
Bowlby, MLA director were pleased to receive 
the Canadian Safe Boating Council award for 
Best Boating Safety Initiative of 2009 for the 
Muskoka Lakes Association’s marine team. 
The award ceremony was held Sunday night in 
Toronto. (Submitted photo)
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