
(Editor’s note: this letter was addressed to the Prime Minister’s Office. It 
was copied to this newspaper.)
Dear Sir,

In regard to your proroguing Parliament:
Your decision to abdicate responsibility for governing the country is 

disgraceful and an act of cowardice. 
We need a leader who deals with issues, not one who runs away from 

them.
I was once a Conservative supporter, but I cannot, in all conscience, 

support a leader who runs away from the issues.
Robert McCraney

Bracebridge
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All lunches start at noon. 
Catered by the Lakehouse, 
Nipissing University Student Union
$5 YWCA members, $10 non-members 
($25 for a one year YWCA membership)
RSVP to Lee Ann at offi ce@ywcamuskoka.com 
or by phone 705-645-9827

Dawn Huddlestone, Keyword Ink
“Web content that counts”

www.keywordink.com” dawn@keywordink.com

Champions of YWCA Muskoka

UPCOMING EVENTS...

Women in Business LUNCHEONS

 The Feature Women in Business Graduate

• Donna Keystone 
• Andy Potts Memorial Fund
• Savour Muskoka
• District Municipality 
        of Muskoka
• Stuart Paul
• Susie Phillips
• Sherida Clarke
• Modern Home Carpet One
• Elizabeth Hilton

   • Anne Mongraw
   • Elspeth Hogg
   • Terri Duguay
   • Elissa Boughen
   • Lee Ann Waterman
   • Miles Phillips
   • Catharine Inniss
   • Karen Terry
   • Jean Hamm

Guest Speakers
• James Solecki
• Rob McPhee
• Lyanne Pinto
• Wing Chow

• Christine Cousins
• Dann Campbell
• Scott Creed
• Mitch Kasmar

Power of Being a Girl Conference 
    Saturday, January 30 - 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
    Spruce Glen Public School in Huntsville
   Open to all girls ages 9 to14
    Explore! Learn! Connect!
    $25.00 each, includes healthy snack and lunch.
   Catch the YWCA bus in Gravenhurst, Bracebridge 
   and Port Sydney!

Upcoming Luncheon Schedule
Bracebridge – Friday, January 29, 2010 
 at YWCA Muskoka,    
 Guest Speakers: Myke Malone    
 and Scott Aitchison. 
 2010 Ontario Winter Games
Gravenhurst – Friday, February 5, 2010
 Trinity United Church
 Guest Speaker: Danielle Millar
 E-learning Network
 E-learning opportunities in    
 Muskoka
Huntsville     – Friday, February 12, 2010 
 at Partners Hall, Algonquin Theatre,
 Guest Speaker: Danielle Millar
 E-learning Network
 E-learning opportunities in    
 Muskoka

Harper running away from issues
MP Tony Clement today is reported to have said it’s 

“elites” that are concerned about prorogation and that 
“we are not here to govern for the chattering classes.”

Well, well. What a surprise. One might have hoped 
our MP was to represent all of his constituents, wheth-
er part of the “chattering class” or not.

What is his statement supposed to mean? If you are 
somewhat educated and realize prorogation is being 
misused, you are “the enemy” and to be ignored?

Divide and conquer... he hopes. How sad. Yesterday’s 

way of doing things.
I’m an average citizen and I’m outraged at the pro-

rogation of Parliament. Looks like my MP will not 
represent me.

For shame, Mr. Clement.
And a good opportunity for an MP candidate willing 

to listen to all constituents. I hope they step up to the 
plate.

Alexander Pyper
Bracebridge

Tony Clement has said that only the 
elite are concerned with the recent pro-
rogation of Parliament and the Harper 
government’s avoidance of certain ques-
tions by the Opposition. 

Am I a Muskoka elitist because I am 
concerned as to why Canadian soldiers 
risked their lives, or were killed, to capture 
people who were subsequently tortured 
by Afghan forces?

Am I elitist because I feel that Canada, 
with one of the world’s highest per capita 
productions of carbon, must lead the way 
in the fight against global warming?

Or is it Tony Clement who is the elit-
ist? He makes over $225,000 per year 
with lots of extra perks, he commands a 
government budget of many millions (bil-
lions?) of dollars and he travels across the 
planet at taxpayer’s cost.

Parliament was not prorogued because 
Canadians were not interested in the 
topics being discussed. Rather Parliament 
was prorogued because Stephen Harper, 
Tony Clement and the Conservatives 
are more concerned with their own well-
being rather than that of Muskokans and 
Canadians.

Sean Moore
Gravenhurst

Just who is the elitist, Mr. Clement?

(Editor’s note: this is a copy of a letter that 
was sent to Muskoka District council) 
Dear chair Gord Adams and members of 
council,

I am a licensed professional engineer 
that has spent her whole 25-year career 
in municipal public works. I am also the 
third generation of my family to own 
property on Acton Island in Muskoka. My 
four closest neighbours are first cousins 
or siblings, and there are two more family 
generations behind mine that are deeply 
attached to the land.

I am writing district council for the first 
time in my life to express my extreme 
dismay with council’s apparent lack of 
ability to stand up for the greater good 

of Muskoka, especially with regard to the 
tree bylaw.

Here is my story:
Over the Christmas holidays, my family 

spent time at the cottage and it is my habit 
to take a daily run the length of Innisfree 
Road. I noticed what appeared to be clear-
ing of trees for a building lot. Over the 
course of the week, it became obvious that 
this was not a building lot — large trans-
port trucks were moving in and out of the 
property, piles of brush were left through-
out the forest, logs were stacked, graded 
and marked with lengths, and trails had 
been cut throughout the forest to permit 
the passage of large vehicles.

Based on the number of logs I saw 

stacked and the number that were moved, 
I would estimate that well over 100 mature 
hardwoods were removed from the prop-
erty in a week’s time.

I wanted to make sure that this large-
scale logging operation was being con-
ducted in a sustainable manner, in accord-
ance with applicable laws and so I placed 
some calls to staff at the province and the 
District and did some cursory research 
over the Internet.

Here is a summary of what I found out:
The District of Muskoka is the authority 

with responsibility for regulating the cut-
ting of trees through its bylaw.

The bylaw is outdated and regulates lots 
of 50 acres or more (most modern bylaws 
regulate tree cutting on lots of three to 10 
acres or more).

Even where tree cutting occurs on a 
lot larger than 50 acres, the bylaw is con-
sidered unenforceable.

The district attempted to update its tree 
bylaw in 2009; however, the Muskoka 
Landowners Association, which accord-
ing to its own website was formed in 
January 2009 specifically to fight the tree 

Norway Point Park is the only pub-
lic park on the entire south shore of 
Lake of Bays, located on Old Highway 
117 between Baysville and Dorset. The 
Township of Lake of Bays is proposing to 
privatize land within the park for 34 park-
ing spaces and private docking facilities to 
accommodate at least 17 island cottagers.

Research into the township bylaws 
and a title search of the park has 
apparently uncovered the follow-
ing:

The entire piece of property, 
including the boat launch, docks, 
picnic area, wooded areas, shoreline 
and two parking lots, is on title as 
one piece of property.

The original bylaw from 1986, 
when the township acquired the 
land, deems the land to be used for 
public purposes and that the land is 
required for recreational purposes.

According to the last Parks Master 
Plan Final Report dated February 
2006, and done by DMA Planning 
and Management Service, Norway 
Point Park is listed as Parks & Open 
Spaces Inventory. The description 
of the property lists the boat launch, 

docks, wooded areas, shoreline and park-
ing.

Current Bylaw 08-10 states Norway 
Point Park has three-hour parking. This 
bylaw has been adopted to designate and 
regulate all public parks and parkland 
within the municipality and to protect 

Council must stand up to landowners group

It’s a park, not just a convenience
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