
Re: KAIROS comments reveal 
Black’s partisan agenda (Letter to 
the Editor, Jan. 8, 2010).

Dear Mr. Stevenson, I dare say 
that your letter sounds a little rabid. 
According to you, Mr. Black is using 
the Weekender as his neo-socialist 
propaganda tool. Do I understand 

correctly that you consider neo-
socialism to be a negative quality?

While the contents of Ken Black’s 
column may indeed sometimes lean 
a little to the left (good for Ken 
Black, I say), your own comments 
are without any doubt pregnant with 
the ideas from the other extreme 
end of the socio-economical philo-
sophical scale.

The government is basically say-
ing to KAIROS: “If you are not with 
us, you are against us. If you don’t 
like Alberta’s tar sands and Israel’s 
expansionist politics, you are against 
us. Therefore we are not going to 
continue funding your do-gooder 
activities. So there!”

What a very narrow-minded and 
low-spirited attitude! The fact that it 
was Martin’s Liberal administration 
that set the rules doesn’t make this 
attitude any more palatable.

I truly believe that the Canadian 
soul is closer to the humanity and 
enlightenment of neo-socialism than 
to the hard and cold heart of near 
neo-fascism of the current minority 
government.

To sum up, I believe that Ken 
Black is the honest voice of the 
Canadian humane, spiritual side and 
if more people would harbour his 
sentiments of love and compassion, 
the world would be that much nicer.

B.J. Boltauzer
Huntsville
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Kindergarten 
critics’

opposition 
is muted
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Weekender

OpinionOpinion

It has been said that gov-
ernments are more often 
defeated by their own mis-
steps than by the actions of 
opponents.

Pre-Christmas polls 
showed the Stephen Harper 
government approaching 
majority status. The econ-
omy appeared to be on the 
upswing. The upcoming 
Vancouver Olympics and 
June summits offered the 
potential for politicians in 
power to bask in the warm 
glow that accompanies such 
events.

Then the Stephen Harper 
government found a way to 
snatch possible defeat from 
the jaws of almost-certain 
victory. For what is becom-
ing very clear is that many 
Canadian voters are sim-

ply not buying the govern-
ment’s decision to shut down 
Parliament for “a needed 
recalibration.”

An EKOS Research poll 
indicated that 58 per cent of 
Canadians polled opposed 
the move, with only 31 per 
cent supporting it. That 
same poll showed a slide 
in Conservative popularity 
since last fall, when the Tories 
enjoyed a 15-point lead over 
the Liberals. That has now 
been reduced to just over 
five percentage points, with 
Tories at 33.1 per cent sup-

port, Liberals at 27.8, NDP at 
16 and Greens at 13.4.

A second poll by Angus 
Reid showed 53 per cent 
opposed to prorogation, with 
only 19 per cent support. 
Asked about voting inten-
tions, 36 per cent of respond-
ents indicated support for the 
Conservatives, 29 per cent 
for the Liberals, 17 per cent 
for the NDP and 8 per cent 
for the Greens. 

What does it all mean?
I suggest prorogation, 

in and of itself, is not the 
most important issue. It is 
a legitimate way for a gov-
ernment to bring a session 
of Parliament to an end and 
begin a new session with a 
revised agenda. It has been 
used by governments of dif-

Canada’s prime minister 
has become too powerful

Ken Black

IN MY
VIEW

It’s not surprising that full-day kindergarten has 
provoked some opposition: it would indeed be 
remarkable if a government program that will cost 
$1.5 billion a year was greeted with universal hal-
lelujahs.

What’s surprising is what the critics are not say-
ing.

The program will begin in nearly 600 schools 
this coming fall, including eight in Muskoka. By 
2015 every school in the province will be offering 
all-day, every day schooling for children in junior 
and senior kindergarten.

This is not a cheap program: the government’s 
latest estimates are that it will cost $1.5 billion a 
year to hire 3,800 additional teachers and 20,000 
early childhood educators and take care of all 
the other associated costs. Critics quite rightly 
ask where this money is going to come from, and 
whether other education programs will suffer.

“In light of the province’s $24.7-billion deficit, is 
this really the right time to implement the full-day 
kindergarten program?” asked MPP Norm Miller.

Others have questioned the slow phase-in time, 
the decision to staff the classes with one teacher 
and one ECE, the size of the classes, the capital 
costs of building extra classrooms, and other 
important details.

What few people are complaining about, though, 
is the very existence of all-day kindergarten.

That wasn’t always the case. There was a time, 
not that long ago, when a full-day program was 
seen as too long for four- and five-year-olds. 
Junior kindergarten was viewed as glorified day 
care that could be dropped if funding was cut – as 
23 school boards did during the Harris years.

Now, it seems, we’ve changed our minds. We’ve 
seen that a well-run, well-planned, properly funded 
program can, indeed, do what its supporters 
claim: give children a richer, more valuable educa-
tion.

We may question the timing and bicker about 
the details, but hardly anyone now doubts that 
school is a great place for even very young chil-
dren to be, and that putting money into kindergar-
ten is a good, long-term investment.
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HE SHOOTS. Joe Nicholls, 10, takes a shot on Nathan Fowler during a game of pickup hockey at the 
outdoor rink at Muskoka Wharf in Gravenhurst. The site boasts both a hockey rink with boards and an 
open rink for other skaters. (Photo by Kim Good)

Black an 
honest 
voice for 
Canadians

Your own comments are 
without any doubt pregnant 

with ideas from the other 
end of the socio-economical 

philosophical scale

FOR ALL YOUR NEWS LOG ON TO www.cottagecountrynow.ca

Cottage Country...
is Just a click away.

For Web Advertising call your Sales Representative


