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by Pamela Steel
MUSKOKA  – Member of Parliament 

Tony Clement’s recent comment on the pro-
rogation of Parliament has caused a minor 
furor.

“I know it’s a big issue with the 
Ottawa media elite and some of the 
elites in our country, but I got to tell 
you if reaction in my constituency is 
any indication, I’ve had maybe three 
dozen emails,” he said this week 
while at an auto show in Detroit. 
“It may not be what the chattering 
classes want, but we’re not here to 
govern on behalf of the chattering 
classes.”

In a conversation with the Globe 
and Mail he compared the response 
his local offices received this year to 
the response he received after last 
year’s prorogation.

“I guess my point was, yeah, I 
know this is a big issue in Ottawa. 
I know that a lot of people are run-
ning around with their hair on fire 
in Ottawa,” he said. “All I can say is, 
in my riding so far, there are some 
people who are upset — I am not 
belittling that, I am not denying 
that — but on the Richter scale of 
upset, it’s somewhat different from 
last year.”

Harper prorogued Parliament for 
the first time on Dec. 4, 2008. MPs 
returned to their seats on Jan. 26, 
2009. Clement received 2,000 emails 
from constituents after Harper 
announced that prorogation. As of 
Wednesday afternoon, Clement had 
only received 72 emails.

That may change later in the week 
as a Facebook anti-proroguing page 
has launched a campaign urging 
people to mass-email the minister.

On his pro-Liberal blog, 
Bracebridge resident Erik Mistal has 
slammed Clement for his comments 
and supports the email campaign.

“Mr. Clement, in my view, sound-
ed arrogant and condescending 
when he referred to Canadians that 
are against prorogation as the chat-
tering classes,” he said. “It’s a very 
bad idea for him to start belittling 
ordinary citizens like that. A full 
third of his own party’s supporters 
disagree with the shutting down 

of Parliament.” 
Tony Clement could not be reached for 

comment. 
For a sample of some of the comments local 

residents have made on this issue, see page 7.

Tony Clement slammed for 
‘chatt ering classes’ comment

“GET YOUR BACK BACK!”
Thousands of patients around the world have experienced relief 
of their back or neck pain with spinal decompression therapy

w
HERE IS WHAT OUR PATIENTS ARE SAYING ABOUT SPINAL DECOMPRESSION THERAPY ...

“I suffered with constant low back pain for more 
than 20 years. My left leg often felt like pins and 
needles. At one point, my legs became paralyzed for a 
few weeks. I received Spinal Decompression Therapy 
over three months and was  amazed at how well it 
worked.”

– Bill N.

IT’S TIME TO GET YOUR BACK BACK!
Call today to receive a complimentary consultation to 

determine if Spinal Decompression Therapy is right for you!

CALL DR. DOUG NEUDORF (705) 787-1001 • 17 West St., North, Huntsville

Dr. Doug Neudorf
B.P.H.E., D.C.

“I experienced intense and constant left side hip pain 
and sciatica that was getting worse. Being 85 years young, 
I thought I would just have to live with it. Then I heard about 
Spinal Decompression Therapy and thought I would give 
it a try. To my surprise, I have absolutely no pain and I’m 
sleeping better, too.”

– Mrs. C.

“For more than 17 years I put up with constant neck 
pains and headaches most of the time. Following one 
month of Spinal Decompression Therapy, my neck pain 
has mostly cleared up and headaches are now a rare 
event.”

– Donna H.

“I suffered with severe neck and shoulder pain, 
with numbness down the length of my arm, for several 
months. With three spinal decompression treatments I 
was off anti-infl ammatories. One month after starting 
treatments, all of my symptoms were gone.”

– Angela P.

“More than 30 years ago I injured my back, which 
started the long road of pain. Over the years the 
intermittent pain turned to constant agony. For the past 
three years life has been a living nightmare. With Spinal 
Decompression Therapy I almost immediately started to 
notice small changes. My legs no longer twitched at night. 
Leg cramps also all but disappeared. I could see to back 
the car out of the driveway. One day I realized I could roll 
over in bed. Then came the miracle – a whole day with no 
pain.”

– Katrina A.

“I suffered with sciatica causing constant pain down 
my left leg for more than three years. At times the pain 
was excruciating, preventing me from being able to walk. 
After the fourth Spinal Decompression Treatment I felt 
great. For the fi rst time in years, my sciatica is gone.”

– Rosemary R.

bracebridgeexaminer.com
BLAZE DESTROYS HOBBY SHOP: 
The owner lost a combination of boats, cars, 
trucks and motorcycles in various stages of 
restoration in a fire that gutted a Keith Road 
building Saturday.
LIBRARY BOARD EYES NEW LOCATION: 
Site beside Woodchester Villa ‘preferred’ option 
if library is to have room to expand.

gravenhurstbanner.com
DANCERS MOURN TRAGIC DEATH OF 
FORMER RESIDENT: 
Jessica Pukler, 21, was killed in a car accident 
north of Brantford last week. 
ONSTAR LEADS OPP TO INMATE: 
Beaver Creek inmate serving time for attempted 
murder escapes in stolen corrections vehicle. 
Equipped with OnStar the vehicle was tracked, 
shut down and the inmate apprehended.

huntsvilleforester.com
MAHC ANNOUNCES CUTS, BUT
QUESTIONS REMAIN: 
Equivalent of 56 full-time positions will be 
cut from Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare by 
2012.

ROAD SALT CONTAMINATION IN 
WELL WATER? 
Salty taste leads to tests that confirmed sodi-
um levels in Brunel Road well water are high.

muskokan.com
MISSED THE BOAT SHOW EDITION? 
VIEW IT ON THE WEB: 
Go to the website to view the new January 
issue not available locally but posted online.
A MODEL THAT LIVES UP TO ITS 
NAME: 
It is the epitome of speed and luxury and 
quickly became the signature model for 
Greavette Boats Limited – the Streamliner.

muskokasun.com 
TORONTO INTERNATIONAL BOAT 
SHOW ISSUE ONLINE NOW: 
If you didn’t attend the show, view all new 
January boating issue online at muskokasun.
com.
RAINBOWS RETURN TO MUSKOKA:
The original Rainbow was a boat that could 
race and still be enjoyed. Its reconstruction 
was recently completed at the hands of the 
Clark Wooden Boats team.

ONLINE THIS WEEK
ROAD SAL

WHAT DID I SAY? 
Tony Clement made a 
controversial comment 
about proroguing while 
in Detroit this week 
meeting with industry 
leaders at the North 
American International 
Auto Show. (Photo by 
Cody Storm Cooper)


