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by Carli Whitwell
It’s the end of the world in the Sunshine 

State — or so Floridians seem to think, say 
Muskoka snowbirds.

Newspaper headlines and nightly newscasts 
broadcasting frost, flurries and freezing pipes 
have residents acting like “it’s the apocalypse,” 
Huntsville resident Dale Peacock said of a 
10-day cold snap, the coldest weather in the 
state for 20 years. Temperatures dropped as 
low as -4 C in some areas.

In their home outside Tampa, hearty 
Muskokan Peacock has been wearing light 
fleece. “It’s the coldest it’s ever been ... but I 
could easily sit in a bit of a protected area in a 
bathing suit and suntan,” she laughed. Locals 
were bundled up in tuques, gloves and heavy 
parkas.

“It’s all anybody’s talking about,” said 
Peacock. “People were going out as if it were 
-40 C and handing out sleeping bags and hot 
food.”

“It’s been shocking for the Floridians,” 
agreed Baysville resident and Florida snow-
bird Linda Fisher, who’s staying in West Palm 
Beach.

Temperatures dipped shortly after the new 
year, but plunged last weekend due to an arc-
tic cold front, according to the U.S. National 
Weather Service. Snow and ice were reported 
in portions of the southeast. 

Sunday was the coldest day with sub-zero 
temperatures reported around the state. In 
Naples and in West Palm Beach, where Fisher 
was, temperatures were around the freezing 
point.

The cold snap was finally expected to end 
yesterday. That’s not soon enough for Florida 
businesses.

News agencies are reporting damaged cit-
rus crops due to frost and freezing, which 
may eventually be felt all the way up here in 
Muskoka.

According to an employee at Price Chopper 
in Huntsville, head office has advised that the 
prices of crops could increase because of the 
cold weather.

Tourism, too, has been affected, said 
Fisher.

She tried to visit a wildlife sanctuary and a 
nature centre only to find alligators, turtles, 
sharks and snakes missing in action.

“The tourist attractions are deserted, the 
animals are laying low,” said Fisher. “The 
attractions are really suffering.”

Everyone is indoors, agreed Rose Blanchette. 
She’s been spending winters in the south for 
15 years. Located in the Orlando area, she said 
normally they’d be swimming and entertain-
ing outdoors. That’s what Florida is all about.

“There’s a lot of outside entertainment on 
the waterway, the deck. You have happy hours 
outside,” she said.

Things could be looking up by the week-
end.

Wednesday’s forecast was calling for tem-
peratures in the 80 F (26 C) range by the 
weekend. “We’ll be back to normal,” said 
Fisher, suggesting snowbirds and their visitors 
always have on hand a sweater or two in case 
of cold weather.

Besides, it’s nothing like the cool temper-

atures and mountains of snow we’ve had in 
Muskoka, right?

“We spend big bucks to come to Florida and 
a couple of times this week I was wishing I was 
back home in front of my warm fire,” laughed 
Fisher. “But as my husband keeps reminding 

me, there’s no snow so he doesn’t have to 
shovel.”

“We would think we’d died and gone to 
heaven if we had a morning like this at home,” 
Peacock’s husband Jim Hajas said on a recent 
morning walk.

Snowbirds experience Ontario weather in Florida

CATCHING SOME RAYS. Linda Fisher relaxes by the pool in West Palm Beach, Florida on 
Tuesday. Temperatures dropped below zero in some parts of the state. At this point it was 10 C. 
(Submitted photo)


