
FIREPLACE KING
Bring the warmth 

indoors this winter
Stoves • Fireplaces • Accessories

2 Bickley Country Dr., Unit #8, Huntsville
(Hwy. 11 & Muskoka Rd. 3) 789-8067

TEAM TEBBYTEAM TEBBY
TEBBY AIRTEBBY AIR

CONDITIONING CONDITIONING 
and HEATING LTD.and HEATING LTD.

496 Muskoka Road #3 North,
Huntsville (just past hospital)

789-1711
www.tebbyair.com

Call Brenda Wood
FREE Consultation to 

discuss various options.
Brenda M. Wood

Trustee-Orillia

PADDON +
YORKE INC.
FINANCIAL ADVISORY SERVICES

TRUSTEE IN BANKRUPTCY

You CAN Eliminate the Stress 
of Unmanageable Debt!

Let us help you “Get on with Your Life”

 Orillia • 705-327-2797 Bracebridge • 705-645-5999 Huntsville • 705-788-0753
 525 West St. S. 110 Kimberley Ave. N. 395 Centre St. N., Unit 301

705-787-1255

 Electrical

 Pole Line Construction

 Generac Generator 
 Sales & Service

171 Main St. W. Huntsville  
Licence# 7003220

www.ronprattelectric.com

e-mail: info@ronprattelectric.com

 33 King William St., Suite 104, Huntsville

Dr. Anissa Boosamra
B.S.S., D.C.

789-4224
New Patients Always Welcome

  Chiropractic & Massage Chiropractic & Massage 
Therapy CentreTherapy CentreAbleAbleAble

Quit Smoking
Now 15% off

(until Jan 29, 2010)

New 
Year’s
Resolution

Muskoka Laser Clinic & Wellness Centre
23 Dairy Lane, Unit 8, Huntsville, ON

705.788.3111
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Weekender
Muskoka’s news, delivered to households district-wide

By Carli Whitwell
HUNTSVILLE – The town’s safety and enforcement committee wants 

to give the Animal Shelter for Huntsville an ultimatum: 10 days to agree to 
an outstanding dog impoundment contract or else it will begin negotiations 
with another partner.

Huntsville is being forced to take such measures, said the town’s director 
of protective services Steve Hernen, because communication has stalled 
between the two sides. He told the town’s safety and enforcement commit-
tee that lawyers for the two parties haven’t spoken since November. The 
town forwarded their solicitor’s contact information to the animal shelter’s 
lawyer and there’s been no response, said Hernen. 

“We’re saying, if you’ve got a concern with the contract, we can’t solve it 
if you won’t talk to us,” said Hernen in a post-meeting interview. “We’re at 
this stalemate.”

A shelter representative says that’s not the case.
“(The lawyer has) been trying to reach them off and on for the last little 

while,” said Georgina Nuttall, chair of the Animal Shelter for Huntsville 
Wednesday afternoon.

The two sides have been agreeing to disagree since this saga was first 
aired publicly in March 2009. At the time, town staff recommended a new 
contract for canine impoundment services — to house at-large dogs the 
town picks up  — citing concerns with contract language and a deteriorating 
relationship with the shelter.

Over the next few weeks, tensions mounted.
The shelter said the town wanted out of the contract because of unfound-

ed complaints about the quality of animal care there. The town responded 
and said the shelter owed the municipality money.

It went back and forth.
Despite all that, the shelter applied for and was the lowest bidder when it 

came to providing dog impoundment services. Eight months later, no con-
tract between the two sides has been signed. Found dogs are currently being 
housed at the Doggie Motel.

Why so long?

Town poised to give 
ultimatum to shelter

By Pamela Steel
MUSKOKA – The province’s full-day kindergarten 

program will launch this fall at eight schools in the 
Trillium Lakelands District School Board. 

In Muskoka, the schools involved in the program 
will be Huntsville Public School, Irwin Memorial 
in Dwight, KP Manson in Severn Bridge, and Watt 
in Utterson. The Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District 
School Board will launch the program at St. Mary’s 
in Huntsville. These schools will provide an all-day, 
everyday program with both an early childhood educa-
tor and a qualified teacher in the classroom.  

The program will provide th youngest students with 
an enriched and varied learning experience, said super-
intendent of elementary school improvement and 
elementary operations, Gale Sherin. 

Sherin sees great benefits to children enrolled in the 
program. 

“We would like to have all children attend because it 
sets them off on a good footing for all of their school-
ing,” she said. “It sets them up for success if they come 
to JK and SK because we’re able to address social needs 

and learning needs. We know that JK and SK students 
can accomplish great things at an early age.”

 “We are delighted to be able to enhance our early 
childhood learning opportunities for our youngest 
students,” said trustee chairperson Valerie Smith. “We 
are looking forward to when all our communities can 
benefit from full implementation of this program.” 

The Ministry of Education has said the program will 
roll out over five years, with more schools added each 
year so that by 2015/16 every elementary school in 
Ontario will offer full-day, everyday kindergarten.

The junior kindergarten students entering the pro-
gram this September will turn four prior to the end of 
Dec. 31, 2010 meaning the youngest of them will be 
three years old. 

Parents will be given the opportunity to have child-
care before and after school on a cost recovery basis. 
This means a child could conceivably attend school 
from 7 a.m. until 6 p.m. There must be 15 interested 
parents in a school for the additional childcare portion 
of the program to run. 

Province confi rms full-day kindergarten locations 

Have you voted for your favourite restaurants, businesses and business 
people in the Huntsville Forester’s Readers’ Choice Awards? 

If not, check next week’s Forester for the official entry ballot or visit us 
online at www.huntsvilleforester.com to download the ballot. 

This is your chance to let the community know who you think Huntsville/
Lake of Bays best and brightest are. Entries accepted up to Jan. 25.

Download Readers’ Choice Awards ballot

EAGER TO LEARN. Educational assistant Mackenzie Coleman works with Huntsville Public School kindergarten stu-
dents Emma Harvey and Nicky Keetch on their math skills. (Photo by Pamela Steel)
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