
FIREPLACE KING
Bring the warmth 

indoors this winter
Stoves • Fireplaces • Accessories

2 Bickley Country Dr., Unit #8, Huntsville
(Hwy. 11 & Muskoka Rd. 3) 789-8067

Call Brenda Wood
FREE Consultation to 

discuss various options.
Brenda M. Wood

Trustee-Orillia

PADDON +
YORKE INC.
FINANCIAL ADVISORY SERVICES

TRUSTEE IN BANKRUPTCY

You CAN Eliminate the Stress 
of Unmanageable Debt!

Let us help you “Get on with Your Life”

 Orillia • 705-327-2797 Bracebridge • 705-645-5999 Huntsville • 705-788-0753
 525 West St. S. 110 Kimberley Ave. N. 395 Centre St. N., Unit 301

 Vol. 15, No. 38 GRAVENHURST  EDITION •  Friday, January 15, 2010 Pub. Agreement No. 40009759     $1.00 inc. GST

Weekender
Muskoka’s news, delivered to households district-wide Snowbirds are shivering 

down south ... 2

by Kim Good
The Canadian Safe Boating Council has 

chosen the Muskoka Lakes Association’s 
marine team as the Best Boating Safety 
Initiative of 2009.

The council’s annual awards honour the 
people, programs, organizations and mar-
inas helping to either improve boating safety 
or reduce the environmental impact of boat-
ing in Canada. The awards ceremony was 

held Sunday evening at the Sheraton Centre 
in Toronto, in conjunction with the Toronto 
International Boat Show.

The award-winning marine team is a 
group of six post-secondary students hired 
each summer to serve as Muskoka Lakes 
Association ambassadors, both on the water, 
in two Boston Whalers provided by Gordon 
Bay Marine, and on land at municipal docks 

MLA wins Canadian Safe 
Boating Award for marine team 
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HIGH TECH. Kindergarten students Johnny and Amy play a math game on the computer with help 
from Muskoka Beechgrove Public School educational assistant Andrea Bartusevicius on Wednesday. 
K.P. Manson is the only Gravenhurst-area school to offer full-day kindergarten every day. By 2015-16 
all schools will be rolled into the program. (Photo by Allyson Snelling)

by Pamela Steel
MUSKOKA – The province’s full-day 

kindergarten program will launch this fall 
at eight schools in the Trillium Lakelands 
District School Board. In Muskoka, the 
schools involved in the program will be 
Huntsville Public, Irwin Memorial in Dwight, 
K.P. Manson in Severn Bridge and Watt in 
Utterson. The Simcoe Muskoka Catholic 
District School Board will launch the pro-
gram at St. Mary’s in Huntsville.

These schools will provide an all-day, every 
day program with both an early childhood 
educator and a qualified teacher in the class-
room.

This program will provide our youngest 
students with an enriched and varied learn-
ing experience, said Gale Sherin, superinten-
dent of elementary school improvement and 
elementary operations.

Sherin sees great benefits to children 
enrolled in the program.

“We would like to have all children attend 
because it sets them off on a good footing for 
all of their schooling,” she said. 

“It sets them up for success if they come 
to JK and SK because we’re able to address 
social needs and learning needs. We know 
that JK and SK students can accomplish great 

by Allyson Snelling
Electricity watchdogs are asking why 

Gravenhurst residents should pay more 
for power distribution, while Veridian 
Connections seeks to reduce the rate it char-
ges its customers to the south.

Veridian is asking the Ontario Energy Board 
(OEB) for a 19.3 to 22 per cent increase 
in delivery charges for residential customers 
who consume 800 kilowatt hours per month. 
The increase equates to an additional $7.84 
to $12.07 per month depending on customer 
sub-class, and would be effective May 1, 2010 
to April 30, 2011.

According the OEB website, intervenor 
status has been awarded to the Vulnerable 
Energy Consumers Coalition, School Energy 
Coalition, Energy Probe Research Foundation 
and Consumers Council of Ontario.

Each of the intervenors appears to be inter-
vening on issues believed to be in the public 
interest or for consumer protection. They are 
also seeking an award of costs.

The intervenors posed a number of ques-
tions, called interrogatories, to Veridian. OEB 
staff also posed a number of interrogator-
ies in the proceedings. Some were question-
ing inconsistencies and discrepancies in the 
application, while others query the origin 
of the figures used in the application and 
the justification for changing the distribution 
rates. Many were technical in nature.

A number of the comments questioned the 

validity of two separate tariff zones — one for 
Gravenhurst and one for Veridian-main, the 
remainder of the utility’s customers farther 
south. Veridian-main is seeking to decrease 
the distribution rate it charges.

George Armstrong, manager of regulatory 
affairs at Veridian, contends the rate increase 
in Gravenhurst is necessitated by a differ-
ent cost of service due to topography and 
tree coverage. But the intervenors argued 
the increase is unjustifiable because the 
neighbouring utility, Lakeland Power in 
Bracebridge, charges lower delivery rates and 
faces the same terrain issues.

Commenting parties also questioned the 
rationale regarding how costs have been 
allocated over the past four years between 
Gravenhurst customers and Veridian-main 
customers.

“A review of the 1,700-page submission 
shows that Veridian clearly operates as one 
company,” wrote Lola Bratty, one of nine 
members of the public who also commented 
on the proposal. “How they choose to allo-
cate costs within the company is an account-
ing and management decision. This should 
not be a factor in justifying increases. The 
company still reports a return on equity to 
the shareholders at the maximum allowed by 
the board. If their costs are rising, they should 
be directed to look at increased efficiencies, 
decreasing the shareholder return and if any 

Intervenors question 
Veridian rate hike request
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Full-day kindergarten 
locations are confi rmed


