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LEARNING LETTERS. Macaulay Public School kindergarten student Avery Sorensen learns to write 
in class on Jan. 13. Full-day, every day kindergarten will begin this September at eight schools in 
Muskoka, none of which are in Bracebridge. (Photo by Karen Longwell)

by Kim Good
The Canadian Safe Boating Council has 

chosen the Muskoka Lakes Association’s 
marine team as the Best Boating Safety 
Initiative of 2009.

The council’s annual awards honour the 
people, programs, organizations and mar-
inas helping to either improve boating safety 
or reduce the environmental impact of boat-
ing in Canada. The awards ceremony was 

held Sunday evening at the Sheraton Centre 
in Toronto, in conjunction with the Toronto 
International Boat Show.

The award-winning marine team is a 
group of six post-secondary students hired 
each summer to serve as Muskoka Lakes 
Association ambassadors, both on the water, 
in two Boston Whalers provided by Gordon 
Bay Marine, and on land at municipal docks 

by Pamela Steel
MUSKOKA – The province’s full-day 

kindergarten program will launch this fall 
at eight schools in the Trillium Lakelands 
District School Board. In Muskoka, the 
schools involved in the program will be 
Huntsville Public, Irwin Memorial in Dwight, 
K.P. Manson in Severn Bridge and Watt in 
Utterson. The Simcoe Muskoka Catholic 
District School Board will launch the pro-
gram at St. Mary’s in Huntsville.

These schools will provide an all-day, every 
day program with both an early childhood 

educator and a qualified teacher in the class-
room.

This program will provide our youngest 
students with an enriched and varied learn-
ing experience, said Gale Sherin, superinten-
dent of elementary school improvement and 
elementary operations.

Sherin sees great benefits to children 
enrolled in the program.

“We would like to have all children attend 
because it sets them off on a good footing for 
all of their schooling,” she said. “It sets them 
up for success if they come to JK and SK 
because we’re able to address social needs 
and learning needs. We know that JK and 
SK students can accomplish great things at 
an early age.”

“We are delighted to be able to enhance our 
early childhood learning opportunities for 
our youngest students,” said trustee chairper-
son Valerie Smith. “We are looking forward 
to when all our communities can benefit 
from full implementation of this program.”

The Ministry of Education has said the pro-
gram will roll out over five years, with more 
schools added each year so that by 2015/16 
every elementary school in Ontario will offer 
full-day, every day kindergarten.

The junior kindergarten students enter-
ing the program in September will turn four 
prior to the end of Dec. 31, 2010, meaning 
the youngest of them will be three years old.

Parents will be given the opportunity to 
have child care before and after school on a 
cost recovery basis. This means a child could 
conceivably attend school from 7 a.m. until 
6 p.m. 

There must be 15 interested parents in a 
school for the additional child care portion 
of the program to run. Bus transportation will 
only be provided for regular school hours.

This will be a boon to working families 
in our region where quality child care has 
always been a struggle to attain due to limited 
space in the few licensed programs available.

Kindergarten has always been and will 
remain optional; parents who wish to opt 
out of the program may do so.

Full-day kindergarten 
locations confi rmed
Eight schools in Muskoka among the first to offer new program

MLA wins Canadian Safe 
Boating Award for marine team 
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by Karen Longwell
BRACEBRIDGE – Bonnie Lake Road will 

remain a 60 kilometre per hour road, even 
after five kilometres of it are rebuilt.

A proposal to increase the speed limit 
from 60 kilometres per hour to 80 was 
shelved. The lower speed limit was seen as 
the safer option, said Howard Wray of Triton 
Engineering Services, the firm undertaking 
environmental assessment for the project.

The $3- to $4-million, five-kilometre pro-
ject for Bonnie Lake Road is planned for the 
summer of 2010, said Noel Waters, manager 
of roads and waste management for the 
district.

The public had a chance to view the pro-
posed work at a public information cen-
tre held at St. Dominic Catholic Secondary 
School on Jan. 12.

The information centre is one of the 
requirements to gather public input under 
the schedule C class environmental assess-
ment, said Wray.

At this stage Triton has identified the 
60-km/h option as preferable.

Bonnie Lake 
Road remains 
at 60 km/h
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