
BY GILLIAN BRUNETTE
Will Main and Jennifer Johns are a couple in more 

ways than one. Both entertainers, they spend fi ve to 
six nights a week performing in the stage show at 
Deerhurst Resort. 

Professionally, it works well as it gives them their 
days together, but since the arrival of baby Bella 11 
months ago, priorities have changed.

“We are both working nights and there was a time 
when we could sleep in until 1 p.m. but not now,” said 
Main.

As well, their lives have become somewhat of a 
juggling act to ensure Bella is well cared for when her 
parents are working.

That’s where family and friends come in.
“We have great grandparents. Two sets of 

grandparents and one set of great great-grandparents,” 
said Johns.

“We also have cousins and a babysitter, but we’d 
not be able to do this without family. We’d be broke,” 
added Main.

The young couple has been together for 12 years. 
“We were high school sweethearts,” said Main.

“We met in Mr. (Louis) Tusz’s vocal class,” recalled 
Johns.

Both were born and raised in Huntsville. Main 
attended St. Mary’s Roman Catholic School and 
Johns Huntsville Public School before they graduated 
to HHS. 

“I kinda robbed the cradle,” said Johns, noting that 
when she was in Grade 12, Main was in Grade 10.

The two students found a common bond in their 
music, often to the detriment of their other studies. “I 
took arts far more seriously than school work,” said 
Johns. 

“(Music) is what got me through school,” agreed 
Main. 

During their high school years, Johns played drums 
with an all-girls’ band called No Clue, while Main 
played guitar and bass in the Black Whole Cabarets, 
for which he was named performer of the year in 
1997.

HHS alumna Ryan Corrigan (aka Hawksley 
Workman) was Main’s fi rst guitar teacher. He, along 
with teachers Doug Raisbeck and Colin Oke, was 
instrumental in getting the Black Whole up and 
running, said Main.

In addition to their music, Main and Johns continued 
with their vocal classes. Johns also took up gymnastics 
with the Bracebridge Limberettes.

“Then I switched to dance and the Muskoka Dance 
Academy,” she said.

Johns became a member of the Deerhurst Resort 
Sing Show right after graduation at the age of 18. That 
was 11 years ago. During that time she took a year off 
to perform in Japan at Disneyland Tokyo.

Main, meanwhile, played with different cover 
bands, including Laganza, Wiseacre and with local 
performer Bill Stewart. “I basically hit the road and 
travelled across Ontario.

Throughout all the travelling and at-odds working 
hours, the two managed to maintain their relationship. 
Main joined the Deerhurst show in 2006 and life fell 
into a comfortable pattern.

Until Johns became pregnant. “Only friends and 
family knew. She didn’t show much so only a bit of 
costume tweaking was necessary,” said Main.

“For about seven months all three of us were in the 
show,” said Johns. Three months after Bella’s birth, 
she was back on stage.

In addition to performing each night in the show, 
Johns is teaching dance at the Huntsville School of 
Ballet, while Main, close to being a scratch golfer, 
spends most summer days on the golf course. 

“I don’t mind if he goes early in the morning 
and is back in time for me to have a nap. And who 
knows, in the future it’d be something he could do 
professionally.”

Dining & Entertainment
B4     THE FORESTER, Wednesday, October 22, 2008

Combining work with home 
life a juggling act for family

www.shantero.com
www.barramacneils.com

ACeltic
Christmas

BARRA MACNEILS

ON SALE THIS MONDAY, OCT 20!!

HUNTSVILLE
ALGONQUIN THEATRE
Saturday, Dec. 6 - 8:00 p.m.

Reserved Seating: $41.00 (tax & s/c incl.)
Theatre Box Offi ce: 705-789-4975
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MAIN FOCUS: Will Main and Jennifer Johns, seen 
here with daughter Bella, manage to balance family 
life with their professional careers as entertainers 
at Deerhurst Resort. 

Tomorrow, Thursday, Oct. 
23, Huntsville High School 
will prove it’s not only America 
and Canada that have got talent 
when they present their very own 
Huntsville High’s Got Talent 
show at 7 p.m. 

The evening will showcase a 
variety of talents from singing to 
dancing and even a little magic. 
There will be cash prizes in four 
categories as determined by a 
panel of judges.

The top prize of $300 and 
sponsored by the Huntsville 

Festival of the Arts will go to 
the star performer. The other 
prizes worth $100 each will 
go to the performer who is 
Most Entertaining (sponsored 
by Rockscape Designs), Most 
Creative (MBRP), and Most 
Likely to Make it Big (The 
Finds).

The variety show will be 
held at the school and is open to 
the general public. Everyone is 
invited to attend what promises to 
be a very entertaining evening.

Tickets are $5 at the door.

HHS’s Got Talent show is 
raising funds for India trip

COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR

October 23
• The Table Soup Kitchen holds a free 
dinner at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church every Thursday from 5 to 6:30 
p.m. as well as on Mondays at Commu-
nity Living Huntsville. All are welcome. 
To volunteer or for more information, 
contact Heather Berg at 783-5827 or e-
mail tablesoup@gmail.com
• Amnesty International Muskoka Ac-
tion Circle’s meeting will be held at 
Trinity United Church from 4 to 6 p.m. 
For more information call Peter Lips at 
789-1500.
• Community Living Huntsville is holding 
its annual general meeting beginning at 
7 p.m. in Partners Hall at the Algonquin 
Theatre. All are welcome to attend. 

October 25
• The Stisted Agriculture Society is 
holding its award night at 7 p.m. at the 
Novar Hall. Bring your favourite dessert. 
For more information call 789-5052.
• An Italian supper will be held by the 
Windermere and District Lions Club at 
the Raymond Hall (2013 Hwy. 141) from 
4 to 7 p.m. The cost is $10 for adults, $5 
for children and free for preschoolers. 
For more information call 769-3338.  

October 26
• Choir director Barbara Birtch and St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Choir is 
inviting the public an evening of spiri-
tual music. Come and enjoy old favou-
rites such as Blessed Assurance and 
The Sweet Bye and Bye. Dinner will be 
served at 5 with the music presentation 
beginning at 6:15 p.m. A free-will offer-
ing will be taken.

October 28
• The Huntsville Horticultural Society 
is holding its October general meeting at 
Sutherland Hall on High Street beginning 
at 7:30 p.m. The topic of the meeting is 
gourds. All are welcome to attend. For 
more information contact Jane at 789-
0622. 

November 1
• A Christmas craft sale will be held at 
the Huntsville legion from 9:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Proceeds go to the Canadian Cancer 
Society.
• Frosty Fair will be held at Trinity 
United Church from 2 to 4 p.m. Baking, 
handicrafts, novelties and white el-
ephant. There will be a country kitchen 
tea room for $5.
Register your not-for-profi t events in our 
online calendar at http://events.metro-
landnorth.com.


