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Opinion
BY PAULA BOON

Edd Groomes never imagined he would end up as the com-
manding officer of the 844 Squadron Huntsville Air Cadets. “It’s
funny,” he says. “I joined the Air Cadets for three months when I
was a kid. It wasn’t something I was really interested in, so I left.
Now here I am.”

Groomes attended Huntsville Public School and Huntsville
High School, but school wasn’t really his thing. In 1981, when he
was halfway through Grade 11, he enlisted in the military. “I went
to North Bay for testing to see where I would do best,” he says.
“They had me down for logistics, but I said I wanted to do
infantry.”

The 12 weeks of basic training were a nightmare. “It’s differ-
ent now, but then, people were screaming and yelling,” Groomes
says. “The idea was that anything you could take there, mentally
and physically, you could take in a theatre of war.”

After infantry training in Petawawa, Groomes spent almost 12
years in Gagetown, New Brunswick. He began biathlon training
and travelled around Canada to different races.

In 1984, he qualified for the national rifle team, and Groomes
calls his shooting accomplishments over the following 10 years
“the proudest thing of my life.”

He travelled to international competitions in seven different
countries and had six top-10 finishes. One year, he came third in
Canada. Because of his accomplishments, he was invited to take
a sniper course in 1987. “I feel lucky I didn’t have to exercise that

training,” he says.
As a member of the armed forces, Groomes’

most memorable experience was being sent to
Oka in 1990 during the standoff with native pro-
testors. “We were a buffer,” he says. “It was
tricky, using the military against our own peo-
ple. I never thought I would have to go into my
own country.”

Although Groomes wanted to volunteer to go
to the Gulf War in 1990, he was kept out
because he was on standby for Oka. “My career
wasn’t too exciting,” he says.

Back in Huntsville, Groomes went to the
Community Learning Centre and got his Grade
12 diploma. “It’s a great place for adults to go,”
he says.

Groomes worked for several years as a long-haul trucker, and
in 1998 someone approached him about helping out with the Air
Cadets. “They didn’t have a biathlon team, so I took that on,” he
says. Eventually he joined the Cadet Instructor Cadre, then steadi-
ly increased his level of involvement until he took over as com-
manding officer two years ago. “I haven’t had a life since,” he
says with a laugh. “I didn’t realize how much work was involved
in being the CO of cadets. I don’t regret it, though.”

For the past six years, Groomes has been working in the ship-
ping department at KWH Pipe. “I drive a transport and help out

in other positions,” he says. “I like everything
about the job. The people I work with are great.
It’s a lot of fun, almost stress-free. I’m driving a
truck, which I like to do. And people have a
good time but work gets done.”

When he’s not at work or doing cadet-relat-
ed duties, Groomes relaxes with his girlfriend
Shelley Smith, and their family: her two daugh-
ters, his daughter and son, and his four grand-
daughters. “I love the kids,” he says. “We spend
as much time as possible with them.” 

Groomes has seen huge changes in
Huntsville since his childhood, and he thinks
they are generally positive ones. “I like the way
it has advanced for everybody, not just for peo-
ple with cottages,” he says.

He is also impressed by the new skateboard park. “I’m glad to
see the town and service groups backing youth-related groups and
services,” says Groomes. “Huntsville is going where it should be
going.”

Someday, Groomes hopes to retire to Port St. Joe in Florida, a
place he fell in love with one February when he was trucking.
“But I’ll come back here, of course,” he says. “The family is here,
and home is always here.”

Thanks to Brenda Sparling for suggesting that Edd Groomes
be profiled.
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Introducing Edd Groomes

Huntsville District
Memorial Hospital Foundation

100 Frank Miller Drive
Huntsville, ON P1H 1H7

Tel: (705) 789-4756

Huntsville District Memorial Hospital
Foundation continues to support:
• Huntsville District Memorial Hospital
• Fairvern Nursing Home
• Burk’s Falls & District Health Centre

BMO Golf Tournament
The Bank of Montreal’s Fourth Annual
Charity Golf Classic is on Thursday,
September 18. Enjoy fabulous golf, barbecue
lunch, prizes and prime rib dinner at 
picturesque South Muskoka Curling & Golf
Club for only $150.

Proceeds from the event are divided between
Huntsville District Memorial Hospital and
South Muskoka Memorial Hospital. This is a
great way to support your Muskoka Hospitals
and have a lot of fun doing it. To get your
team in, please contact Steve Peters at 645-
5601 or Steve Roche at 789-7522.

BMO Huntsville opened its new location 
on King William Street this week.
Congratulations!

HEALTHCARE HEROES

I would like to use your
excellent publication to thank
the people of Huntsville and
Algonquin for making my
recent vacation there such an
enjoyable and memorable
experience.

To give some background on
my visit, I was born in Toronto
in 1958 to Irish emigrants who
arrived over in the early 50s.

My family moved back to
Ireland when I was a young
boy. My father gave me a silver
Canadian dollar, saying that
when I was old enough I should
bring it back to Canada.

On completion of my educa-
tion and qualification as an
illustrator in advertising, I
decided to return to Canada in
June of 1980. Unfortunately I
was involved in a serous motor
cycle accident in March 1980,
sustaining a spinal injury

resulting in me having to use a
wheelchair to get around. 

My plans to return to
Canada had to be put on hold.
Over the years I returned to
work and took up kayaking to
supplement the fact that rock
climbing and hill-walking were
no longer an option for me.
Kayaking became a huge pas-
sion for me and on three occa-
sions I kayaked the length of
Ireland.

While talking to some
friends and my wife about
kayaking we decided that as we
are all heading for our 50th
birthday, we should do some-
thing special. It was agreed that
kayaking in Algonquin would
be the ultimate kayaking expe-
rience for us, with the added
bonus of giving me the oppor-
tunity of returning to my birth-
place.

I arrived in Toronto on Aug.
16 before heading by train to
Huntsville to begin our adven-
ture in Algonquin. My initial
reaction on arriving in Toronto
was that I did not feel this was
a place I could identify with; I
had hoped it would feel like
arriving home. However on
arriving in Huntsville I felt I
had finally arrived in the real
Canada and now knew where
my passion for the outdoors had
come from.

Over the next week I
kayaked in Algonquin with the
help of so many wonderful peo-
ple. It was an amazing week
made special by the scenery,
the wildlife and in particular the
call of the loon, but most of all
the people.

I would have to say in all my
travel around Europe the States
and Britain the Canadians I met

in Huntsville and Algonquin
were the warmest and most
friendly people I have ever
met.

I am back in Ireland now
boring my friends with my sto-
ries about the real Canada.
Huntsville and Algonquin.

It is my hope in the future if
I can find a cabin on the shore
of one of the lakes that is
wheelchair accessible I will
return to spend more than a
week in wonderful Huntsville
and Algonquin kayaking and
fly fishing. 

If I don’t get the opportunity
to return I will always have
very special memories of my
stay in Huntsville and
Algonquin. I can now say in my
heart I am Canadian.

Thank you. 
Colm Whooley

Ireland

Huntsville and Algonquin are the ‘real Canada’

I have been reading and lis-
tening with interest to the
debate and public input on who
should pay the current $106
million district debt, $90 mil-
lion of which is attributable to
water and sewer plants
throughout the district. Two
common threads have emerged
by the vast majority: fairness
and user pay. 

To date, the only voice heard
has been rural, non-serviced
ratepayers. There is no organ-
ized voice for the 8,444 district
ratepayers who are on water
and sewer. So far, we have been
the unheard, silent minority.

What is likely not well
understood is the cost we pay
for water and sewer services.
After the initial hookup charge
ranging between $6,000 and
$10,000 we have two ongoing
charges. The first is an annual
tax levy for water and sewer.
This tax is based on MPAC
assessment, not use or amount
of service provided to a proper-
ty. So, an urban waterfront
property assessed at $900,000

(similar to a non-urban water-
front assessment) is taxed at
about $2,500. In addition, quar-
terly water and sewer use
charges amount to roughly
$1,000 for a total, annual cost
of $3,500. For this example
property, (assuming the MPAC
assessment never changes), the
cost is equivalent to purchasing
a new private water and sewer
service every five or six years,
not every 15 to 20 years which
is the normal life span of a pri-
vate system. Costs will vary
according to MPAC assessment.

One might argue that we
chose to live in an urban centre
with existing services. That,
however, was not true for
MacTier, Baysville or Severn,
the smallest of the communities
that district councillors deter-
mined recently must have these
services. The cost of those past
decisions are now becoming
crippling to those forced to
hook up and pay for services.   

I find it perplexing
Recommendation 6 (in the dis-
trict’s debt reduction report),

“lagoon haulage charges be set
at $40 for 2009 and increased
by $10 per year until the 50 per
cent target is reached.” I under-
stand the rationale for not
increasing the user fee charges
so high that individuals may
choose to dump illegally and
risk pollution. Why isn’t the
remaining 50 per cent an annu-
al tax to rural users in the same
way as the water and sewer
users are taxed as explained
above? Fair needs to be fair for
all of us. The only way you
have to collect the remaining
50 per cent is general tax levy
which means the minority
water/sewer ratepayers pay
again for services we don’t
receive. That recommendation
requires amendment. 

Finally, there are a number
of district services that most of
us will never use but are seen to
be necessary for healthy, pros-
perous communities. One is the
Pines (long-term care) home
for the aged. Most of us will
never use it, no one has com-
plained about its $16 million

debt and all of us want to
ensure that the service remains
in our community for those
who need it. 

Another service is the por-
tion of water and sewer plants
throughout the district that are
designed for future growth. I
suspect that every one of the six
towns and townships compris-
ing the district have Official
Plans that plan for and expect
future growth for their towns. A
part of that planning is to have
a reasonable amount of future
capacity available when growth
occurs. That future capacity
comes with a cost that someone
has to pay for now to use later.
Who should pay for that por-
tion of future capacity that no
one is now using?  

The common theme
throughout the debt reduction
debate has been “user pay.” We
don’t disagree with that con-
cept, but we do not and cannot
“use” that portion of the plant
capacity intended for unknown
future residents or develop-
ments. The current 8,444 water

and sewer ratepayers are not the
“users” of that future capacity
and should not be expected to
be solely responsible for that
portion of the debt repayments. 

Since you can’t add a “lego”
onto a plant each time a shop or
home is built in the catchments
area of services, plans must be
made at the time a plant is built
or renovated for the future
capacity.  That’s simply good
planning for any community.

The future growth of our
communities belongs to all
Muskokans, not just 

• 2,673  in Bracebridge
• 2,156  in Gravenhurst
• 2,793  in Huntsville
• 85  in Mactier
• 271  in Bala
• 326 in Port Carling
• 81 in Baysville
• 59 in Port Severn
Surely, district councillors

did not create a $90 million
debt to burden 8,444 ratepay-
ers. Many of the lowest income
earners in the district are this
group. Why would you risk the
viability of the communities

your official plan intends to
expand for the benefit of all of
Muskoka?

Fair needs to be fair for all
of us and stop being an arm
wrestling match between rural
and urban ratepayers.  Most of
the recommendations outlined
by Commissioner Cairns are
supportable and reflect an equi-
table solution. 

A further amendment to the
strategy requires a separation of
the debt attributable to: 
1. current capacity of water

and sewer to be applied to
current users, and  

2. future capacity to be shared
by all ratepayers through
general tax levy.
In the alternative, abandon

your economic development
programs and build for current
capacity only. You can’t have it
both ways. We few cannot sup-
port the burden of all of
Muskoka’s future growth plans;
we don’t own or use it! 

JoAnne Korten and
David Isbister

Bala homeowners

Urban homeowners shouldn’t pay for the district’s future growth

One of the nicest sights
along the scenic roads in
Muskoka is that of the rock cliff
on Hwy. 141 as it winds its way
past Long Lake at Utterson. It
is beautiful at any time of the
year, but in the winter when the
cliff is shrouded in sparkling
blue and green sheets of ice, it
is truly spectacular.

Sadly now, as one approach-
es from the west, the view is
marred by a big, ugly realtor’s
sign.

I thought real estate people
treasured the beauty of
Muskoka in order to make

sales. Why they would choose
to desecrate it is beyond my
comprehension. Surely it must
cost them business. I will cer-
tainly avoid that particular
company in my future dealings.

I do not question a compa-
ny’s right to advertise. And,
alas, I realize that we will
always have to have highway
billboards. But I would ask this
company, please put your signs
on properties you want to sell,
and leave our natural wonders
alone.

Peter Hill
Windermere

Realtors, please leave
natural wonders alone


