
OBITUARIES

Margaret Lumsden Lindsay

Lawrence Joseph Bester

After a brief illness Mar-
garet Lindsay died peaceful-
ly with her daughter Kath-
ryn by her side at Nipiss-
ing Manor Nursing Home, 
Corbeil, on Monday, Dec. 7, 
2009. She was in her 87th 
year. Margaret (Bell) was 
predeceased by her husband 
Ivan Herbert Lindsay (1916-
1984). She was the loving 
mother of John (Rosema-
rie) of Waterloo, Ivan “Bud” 
(Elaine) of North Bay, Mar-
tin (Helen) of Corbeil, Gary 
(Janet) of Powassan, Ron of 
Toronto, Iva (Greg) of White-
fish, Ken (Sandy) of Texas, 
and Kathryn (Ron Sim) of 
Powassan. Proud grand-
mother of 17 grandchildren 
and 13 great-grandchildren. 
Margaret was predeceased 
by siblings Veronica Green, 
Katherine Hammond and 
Jim Bell.

Margaret was born in 
Lankackshire, Scotland on 
April 4, 1923, the first of four 
children of Margaret Chris-
tina (Lumsden) and John 
Bell. The family immigrated 
to Canada when she was 
just one year old. They set-

tled near St. Catharines and 
Margaret grew up in Merit-
ton near Thorold, where she 
attended school. During 
World War II she worked as 
a weaver in a factory for the 
army. During this time she 
met Ivan Lindsay at a dance 
and they were married on 
Sept. 25, 1944. 

They started married life 
in Meritton then moved to 
the Orangeville area to live 
with his family. Finally, they 
moved to Powassan, where 
Ivan worked as a truck driv-
er and carpenter. Margaret 
raised the children at home 
and still found time for knit-
ting, gardening, growing 
plants and reading. Hav-
ing grown up during the 
depression era, Margaret 
led a very simple, conserva-
tive life. She studied with 
the Powassan Assembly of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses for over 
40 years and was baptized in 
the early 1980s. After Ivan’s 
death in 1984 she lived on 
her own for a short while 
then spent most of the last 
21 years of her life living 
with daughter Kathryn and 

Ron Sim and their family. In 
recent months as her health 
declined, she was in and 
out of the hospital before 
spending the last week of 
her life in Nipissing Manor. 

Throughout her life Mar-
garet always saw the silver 
lining in the clouds, no mat-
ter what the circumstances 
were. Mom will be missed by 
her family and friends as well 
as anyone that knew her.

The Lindsay family 
received visitors at the Paul 
Funeral Home, Powassan 
on Wednesday, Dec. 9, 2009.  
The funeral service was offi-
ciated by Mr. Brent Bakke, 
in the Paul Funeral Home 
Chapel on Thursday, Dec. 
10, 2009.  Casket bearers 
were Gary, Jack, Ivan “Bud”, 
Martin, Robbie and Andrew 
Lindsay. Spring interment 
will take place at Powassan 
Union Cemetery. 

Following the committal 
service, the Lindsay fam-
ily welcomed relatives and 
friends for a time of fellow-
ship and a luncheon at the 
home of Gary and Janet 
Lindsay.

Surrounded by his lov-
ing family, Lawrence Joseph 
Bester died Wednesday, Nov. 
25, 2009 at North Bay Gen-
eral Hospital after a short 
illness with pneumonia. He 
was in his 79th year.  Law-
rence was predeceased by 
his wife Jean Elizabeth (Pur-
don) (1932-1985). He was 
the loving father of Robert 
“Bob” (Linda), Linda (Rich-
ard Hilton) and Karen (Chris 
Bechard) all of Powassan. 
Lawrence was the proud 
and loving grandfather of 
Darrell (Nathalie), Shelley 
(Cory), Wendy (Chad), Nick, 
Cory, Curtis and Christian 
and great-grandfather of 
MacKenzie, Hayden, Noah 
and Logan. He was the dear 
brother of Stella Grabowski 
(Florian) of Kirkland Lake, 
Mary Straus (Francis) and 
Eugene Bester of Powassan 
and was predeceased by sis-
ters Helen Mathias (the late 
Steve), Doreen Aultman (the 
late David), Rita Bester and 
Clarence Bester.

Lawrence was born in 
South Himsworth on May 
12, 1931, the third of eight 
children of Olinda (Aultman) 
and Peter Raymond Bester. 
The family later moved to 
a home near the Fox Farm 
on Quigley Road (Ski Hill 
Road) in Nipissing Town-
ship. Lawrence started in 

Powassan Public School and 
finished his education in the 
Christian Valley School. His 
first job was working with 
his father at the Dick Row-
landson mill. One summer 
he, Mary and Francis went 
to pick tobacco together in 
Southern Ontario and they 
had an excellent adven-
ture. Next Lawrence learned 
masonry working for Shirley 
Lindsay and later for Bud 
Ebie. Then he did seasonal 
work on the railroad for a 
short term. 

Finally, he started work 
for Ontario Hydro in the 
forestry division and was 
with them 43 years when he 
retired. Lawrence married 
Jean Elizabeth Purdon on 
June 21, 1951 and soon start-
ed their family of Bob, Linda 
and Karen. While Karen was 
still at home Jean died sud-
denly in Sept. 23, 1985. 

Lawrence always enjoyed 
working in his garden and 
took pride in his home 
especially since rebuilding 
in 1994. He liked to fish the 
area streams and rivers and 
would take Bob along on 
many of those trips, but he 
was happy to go by himself 
as well. All his life Lawrence 
was a die-hard Toronto 
Maple Leafs fan and he was 
a season ticket holder and 
avid follower of area Junior 

Hockey attending in Powas-
san and North Bay. He also 
liked watching his grandchil-
dren play hockey and was 
happy when he could watch 
several games a night on his 
big screen TV. Lawrence was 
very much a family man and 
loved being outdoors. He 
took pride in spending time 
with his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

The Bester family 
received visitors at the Paul 
Funeral Home, Powassan on 
Friday, Nov. 27, 2009.  The 
Funeral Service was offici-
ated by Mr. Richard Paul, 
in the Paul Funeral Home 
Chapel on Saturday, Nov. 28, 
2009.  A tribute by grand-
son-in-law Chad Bussey 
was read by Mr. Paul and 
memories were shared 
by granddaughter-in-law 
Nathalie Bester on behalf 
of the Bester family, as well 
as Mr. Bester’s neighbour 
Larry Broughton. Casket 
bearers were Darrell Bester, 
Cory Bechard, Nicholas Hil-
ton, Peter Straus, Raymond 
Mathias and Denis Bester. 
Interment took place at 
Powassan Union Cemetery. 

Following the commit-
tal service, the Bester fam-
ily welcomed relatives and 
friends for a time of fellow-
ship and a luncheon at the 
Powassan Legion Hall.

Celebrate hope of a new start
By Rev. Nina Fulford

Celebrating the coming 
of a new year is something 
that is done in all cultures. 
It is a time that reminds us 
all that life is cyclical. That 
the seasons come and go; 
that the festivals come and 
go; that all things come and 
go. Nothing is permanent; 
everything changes. Every-
thing we do in a special cele-
bration reminds us of all the 

previous celebrations but it 
is never exactly the same.

In a family we find new 
members – babies born, 
people added because 
of new relationships or 
because the family group 
has relocated. Sometimes, 
like old Scrooge, we are so 
changed that we are like 
brand new family members.

People of faith, having just 
lived through the Advent sea-
son of waiting for the birth of 

Jesus – an event that is just 
as important as Easter – have 
been reminded to live in hope. 
Hope for change that may look 
small and insignificant, but 
bears within itself the incred-
ible possibilities that were in 
the infant Jesus. The start of 
the New Year is the time when 
we actually map out our plan 
so that what has been born in 
us will develop and mature. 
We water the fragile shoots of 
hope as a new year begins. 
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 BRAY
MOTORS LTD.

Hwy. 11, SUNDRIDGE (705) 384-5333/4
1-800-989-1113 • braymotors.com

 DRIVE ON OVER FOR THESE QUALITY USED VEHICLES

 *taxes, administration extra       **Previous Daily Rental Unit

2006 CHEV EQUINOX LT 
6 cyl., 3.4 L eng., auto., 

90,132 km

$15,995 

Q

2006 PONTIAC G6 GT
6 cyl., 3.5 L auto., 

50,000 km

$13,995

2008 CHEV TRAILBLAZER LT
6 cyl., 4.2 L eng., auto., 

30,542 km

$26,995

R l U i

2008 CHEV MALIBU LT
6 cyl. 2.4 L eng., auto., 

30,000 km

$19,995

2006 GMC SIERRA 2500 HD EXT CAB 
8 cyl. 6.0 L eng., auto., 

68,000 km

$25,995

2005 CHEV SILVERADO 2500 HD LT EXT CAB
8 cyl., 5.3 L eng., auto., 

93,213 km 

$15,995

taxes, administration extra       Previous Daily Rental Unit

 SALES TEAM: Clarence Hummel, Rob Brown, Frank Hill & Jeff Studor

SUNDRIDGE – SHORT DRIVE – LONG ON SAVINGS...

2007 CHEV COBALT LT
4 cyl., 2.2 L eng., auto., 

42,027 km

$10,995

*t d i i t ti t **P i D ilili t

2007 GMC SIERRA 1500 SLE
8 cyl., 6.0 L eng., auto., 

34,000 km

$26,995

2009 GMC YUKON SLT
8 cyl., 5.3 L eng., auto., 

44,000 km

$44,995


